
THINGS I LEARNED 

MAKING A TIMELINE OF GENESIS 
 

 

I don’t know why I was so interested in the book of Genesis and all the ‘begats’ that everyone 

dreads so much when reading that book, but I have learned many things from the study of the 

book of Genesis. The numbers and events provided in Genesis have provided me new insights 

into the lives of the people during the first 2500 years of Biblical history.  

 

After all the studying I did, I decided I would make a list of some of the cool things I learned, 

noticed, or thought could be true. Here are the things I found, and thought were be cool. Many 

are speculative, but still fun to think about.  

 

 

1. Cain and Abel’s story happened in the first 130 years. Seth was born after Abel, a 

righteous Priesthood holder, died. This means that this story happened sometime in these 

first hundred years or so. 

 

2. People knew each other for a long time. Adam’s son Seth was said to be just like Adam 

and “could only be distinguished from him by his age”. These two men knew each other 

for over 800 years. Faithful families back then had the potential to know each other for 

hundreds of years at a time, bear and raise children side by side, and teach the gospel 

together.  

 

3. Adam was probably involved in the building of Zion. When Enoch was 65 years old, he 

was blessed by Adam, saw the Lord, established Zion, and begat Methuselah. Adam was 

there when Enoch began building that righteous city. Adam was alive for about 200+ 

years of the 365 years that Zion was being established. He, being the great Patriarch as he 

was, could have had a great influence upon that endeavor. 

 

4. Zion took a long time to establish. Zion was the city that was so righteous that the Lord 

took it. We all strive to build a similar society. It is interesting to realize that it took 365 

years before Enoch and the city were taken up.  

 

5. Mahalaleel wasn’t ordained until much later. Mahalaleel wasn’t ordained to the 

Priesthood until after his son, Jared, grandson, Enoch, and great-grandson, Methuselah 

were already ordained. Enoch was actually the first of the four, being ordained to the 

Priesthood several years before his father Jared. The reasons for all this are not known. 

 

6. Joseph Smith’s additions to the timeline are chronologically consistent. The Joseph 

Smith translation in the Book of Moses as well as other fragments not found in our 

scriptures add to and change some of the years and dates in the timeline. In D&C 107 

Joseph reveals the ages of several Patriarchs when they were ordained by Adam and 

others. All Patriarchs before Lamech were ordained by the hand of Adam to the 

Priesthood, while Lamech was ordained by Seth. D&C 107 also describes Adam blessing 



all the Patriarchs except Lamech before his death. If you carefully look just at Genesis 

however, Lamech was already alive during this time; why would he not be included in 

these connections to Adam? We learn from all the corrections Joseph made that Lamech 

was actually born 2 years after the death of Adam. This is consistent with the picture we 

get from D&C 107. All of Joseph’s corrections are consistent with one another.  

 

7. “In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die” was fulfilled. According to the 

corrections Joseph made to the lifespan of Adam, he lived 6 months shy of 1000 years. 

And according to the Book of Abraham, God’s reckoning when he told Adam he would 

die in the day he ate the fruit was after the time of Kolob. According to Joseph Smith, this 

was fulfillment of the Lord’s statement to Adam in the garden. 

 

8. Not all were taken up with Zion. When Enoch and the City of Zion were taken up, Adam 

and Seth had already passed away. However, Enoch’s father (Jared), grandfather 

(Mahalaleel), and great-grandfather (Cainan) all lived many years afterwards, presumably 

not being translated. Adam’s son (Methuselah) and grandson (Lamech) were also left to 

remain on the earth to continue the work up until the flood and to repopulate the world 

afterwards through Enoch’s promised great-grandson, Noah. 

 

9. Noah was alive during the Tower of Babel. Noah was born before and lived long after the 

flood. The story of the Tower of Babel was after the flood and resulted in the diversity of 

the world’s languages. Abram was born in a time where there were many nations and 

languages, long after the Tower of Babel. Noah lived past the birth of Abram. This means 

he definitely would have been alive during that time. What he did back then and whether 

his language was also confounded is a mystery. 

 

10. The Brother of Jared could have known Noah. Noah lived long enough to live past the 

time of the Tower of Babel, where Jared and his brother left for the Americas. It is 

unknown how long they lived there before hand, and what role Noah played in the world 

at that time, but it is plausible since both were righteous prophets that they could have 

interacted with one another. 

 

11. At one point, 11 consecutive generations were alive at the same time. For around 40 

years, 11 generations of people were alive at the same time. The 11’s names are as 

follows: (1) Noah, (2) Shem, (3) Arphaxad, (4) Salah, (5) Eber, (6) Peleg, (7) Reu, (8) 

Serug, (9) Nahor, (10) Terah, (11) Abram. 

 

12. Abraham probably knew Noah. Noah was still alive for several years after Abram was 

born. Abram could very well have interacted with Noah, Shem, and others. This could be 

the very source that began his desire for the “blessings of the fathers”. 

 

13. Abraham left for Canaan not long after Noah’s death. It is unknown how accurate the 

age Terah was when he begat Abram and his brothers (it just says 70, and he begat all 

three), and it isn’t know how long of a time the events described in Abraham 1-2 took 

place over. It is plausible, however, that Abram could have had God appear to him and all 

those events leading up to him leaving with Lot for Canaan closely following the death of 



Noah. The calculated years on the timeline show Abram departing with Lot from Haran 

just 5 years after Noah’s death. Abram being chosen and called upon at that time could be 

significant.  

 

14. Shem could be Melchizedek. Shem was the son of Noah and Abraham’s great-great-great-

great-great-great-great grandfather yet Shem actually didn’t die until AFTER Abraham. 

After the death of Noah, Shem would have been the next presiding Patriarch. D&C 138 

describes him as “the great high priest”. Melchizedek was a righteous king who ruled 

over his people in righteousness. It is said of him that “none were greater”. Abraham paid 

tithes to Melchizedek and received the Priesthood from him. It is entirely possible Shem 

is Melchizedek.  

 

15. Isaac died about when Joseph was alone in prison. At one of Joseph’s darkest hours, 

during the 2 years that the butler forgot about Joseph back in prison, was about the same 

time that his grandfather Isaac died. 

 

16. Joseph went 22 years after being sold before he saw his family again. Joseph was sold 

into Egypt when he was 17. He was 30 when he interpreted Pharaoh’s dream and 39 

when his family finally came to Egypt. The story doesn’t tell us directly how many years 

it had been, but we can calculate it was 22 years. He had actually lived longer away from 

his family than the time he spent growing up with them. That makes the emotion of 

Joseph when he reveals himself to his brothers and the emotion of Jacob when he and 

Joseph embrace more meaningful. 

 

 

I gained many new insights, though some speculative, into the lives of the people in Genesis. I 

found lots of fun connections that I never expected from just calculating a bunch of numbers and 

making charts. The lives of these people, who before seemed to distant and fictional, seem just a 

bit more relatable and real to me now. And there’s a lot more to discover. Turns out, there are 

lots of treasures to be found in the most unexpected places in the scriptures, if you but have 

the determination and curiosity necessary to find them. 


