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WARS OF THE BOOK OF MORMON 
 

 

 

Purpose of Studying Wars in the Book of Mormon 

 

The Book of Mormon is the account of several groups of people, their conflicts, and Gods 

dealings with them. Studying these people and their wars helps us better understand who they 

were, what problems they faced, and what Mormon intended for us to learn from them. Many 

stories of war can teach and illustrate certain gospel principles as a sort of allegory. We can 

relate to these and gain insights into the people therein.  

 

Classifying and Identifying Wars 

 

Many wars were fought in the Book of Mormon. None of these, or other conflicts, are ever given 

any names or much information at all. Because of the massive number of conflicts, it becomes 

useful to divide, classify, and name each of these military conflicts to better identify and discuss 

them.  

 

Generally, and somewhat subjectively, wars are distinguished from one another based on large 

gaps of time between military conflicts. Some are collections of conflicts that happened very 

near one another and often led from one event to the other.  

 

Jaredite wars are classified by 3 time periods: Early, Middle, Late. Early Jaredite is further 

divided into two categories because of common causes. 

 

Nephite, Lamanite, and Mulekite Wars are grouped together and classified similarly: Early, 

Middle, and Late. Early Nephite wars are the most unknown, with obscure references only and 

no real information because the small plates covered most of that time and did not record the 

accounts of their wars. Middle is divided into four categories which make talking about them the 

easiest: Dissention Wars, Wars of Captain Moroni, Wars of Moronihah, and Wars with Robbers. 

 

Some larger wars with more information are further classified into parts, and each war that has 

any specific battle or military action have each listed in chronological order. 

 

Naming of Wars and Battles 

 

Naming of battles is intended to be simple, useful, and intuitive where possible. Generally, 

battles are named after the location where they were fought. Other times, they are named after 

important characters who participated. Some locations have several battles and are named 

accordingly (ex. First Battle of Desolation). 
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JAREDITE WARS 

 

I. EARLY JAREDITE 

 

A. DIVIDED KINGDOM 

 

1. War of Corihor* (J5)     (Eth 7:4-6) 

 

During the reign of the second Jaredite king, Kib, Kib’s son rebelled against him, 

drew away many people after him, gathered an army, and took the kingdom from 

his father. Kib was then brought into captivity for several years. 

 

2. War of Shule (J5)      (Eth 7:8-10) 

 

As Kib dwelt in captivity following the War of Corihor, he begat a son named 

Shule. Shule became a strong and wise man and was upset with the things 

Corihor, his brother, had done. He went to the Hill Ephraim and made swords of 

steel for him and those who followed him.  

 

a. Battle of Nehor (J5)     (Eth 7:9) 

 

Shule came and battled with Corihor at the city of Nehor and restored the 

kingdom to Kib. 

   

Because of Shule’s actions, his father Kib conferred the kingdom upon him. 

Corihor later repented and gained favors in Shule’s kingdom.  

 

3. War of Noah (J6)     (Eth 7:15-18) 

 

Following the War of Shule, Corihor having repented, his son Noah rebelled 

against him and drew away his brother Cohor. And after he drew away his 

brethren and many of the people, he came down to battle against Shule.  

 

a. First Battle of Noah (J6)    (Eth 7:16) 

 

Noah gave battle unto Shule and obtained the land of their first inheritance, 

establishing himself as king over that part of the land. 

 

b. Second Battle of Noah (J6)   (Eth 7:17) 

 

Noah went to battle again against Shule and carried him captive into the land 

of Moron.  

 

c. Rescue of Shule (J6)    (Eth 7:18) 
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Just before Noah could execute Shule, the sons of Shule came in by night, 

slew Noah, and broke their father out of prison, restoring him to the throne.  

 

4. War of Cohor (J6)     (Eth 7:19-22) 

 

Following the War of Noah, Cohor, the son of Noah took over his kingdom. The 

country was divided between the kingdom of Cohor and the kingdom of Shule. 

 

a. Battle of Cohor (J6)    (Eth 7:21) 

 

Cohor gathered his people in battle against Shule, in the which Shule slew 

Cohor and defeated his army. 

 

After the death of Cohor, his son Nimrod gave up the kingdom to Shule and the 

nation was reunited as one.  

 

B. SECRET COMBINATIONS 

 

1. War of Jared (J7)     (Eth 8:2-7) 

 

During the reign of the fourth Jaredite king, Omer, his son Jared rebelled against 

him.  He dwelt in the land of Heth and flattered away many people until he gained 

half the kingdom.  

 

a. Battle of Jared (J7)    (Eth 8:3) 

 

Once he had half the kingdom, Jared gave battle to his father Omer and 

carried him into captivity, where he served for half his days.  

 

b. Battle of the Sons of Omer (J7)   (Eth 8:5-6) 

 

Upset by the actions of Jared, his brothers Esrom and Coriantumr raised an 

army and gave battle unto Jared. They slew the army of Jared and were about 

to slay Jared but they spared him after pleading for his life. 

 

Jared later became sorrowful for his loss, which inspired his daughter to create 

secret combinations to obtain the kingdom for her father. 

 

2. First War of Akish (J7)    (Eth 8:7-18; 9:1-6) 

 

After Jared had lost his kingdom, his daughter helped him form a secret 

combination with Akish, a friend of the king, to take the kingdom. Omer was 

warned and fled past the Hill Shim to the land Ablom. With Omer gone, Akish 

took the kingdom and established Jared as king. He later killed Jared and 

established himself as king.  
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3. Second War of Akish (J7)    (Eth 9:7-12) 

 

With Akish as king, he ruled wickedly, starving one of his sons out of jealousy. 

Another son fled from him to join Omer. Later, he had other sons who offered 

money to the people and drew many of the people after them. Then a war began 

between Akish and his sons which lasted many years. This war resulted in the 

entire destruction of the kingdom except 30 people. Only these 30 and those with 

Omer remained, and Omer was restored to the land of his inheritance. 

 

II. MIDDLE JAREDITE 

 

1. War of Riplakish (J14)    (Eth 10:8) 

 

The Jaredite king Riplakish was very wicked, having put many taxes on his 

people and building many structures by the labor of his people. The burden was 

so great that the people rose in rebellion. Riplakish was killed and all his 

descendants were driven out.  

 

2. War of Morianton (J14-15)    (Eth 10:9-10) 

 

Many years after the War of Riplakish, Morianton gathered an army of outcasts, 

and took over many cities. The war lasted for many years, which ended with him 

gaining power and establishing himself as king.  

 

3. War of Kim (J16)     (Eth 10:14) 

 

Kim was not a righteous king, and his brother rebelled against him. His brother 

took the kingdom and Kim was brought into captivity. 

 

4. War of Levi (J17b)     (Eth 10:15) 

 

After having dwelt in captivity for 42 years following the death of Kim, Levi 

made war with the king of the land and obtained the kingdom.  

 

5. War of Hearthom* (J21)    (Eth 10:30) 

 

The kingdom was taken from Hearthom and he was taken into captivity. 

 

III. LATE JAREDITE 

 

1. War of Com (J26c)     (Eth 10:32) 

 

Com had served in captivity until he drew after him half the kingdom. Once he 

had half the kingdom, he started a war with the king, Amgid. The war lasted many 

years and Com obtained the kingdom. 
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2. Wars of Shiblom (J27)    (Eth 11:4-8) 

 

During the reign of king Shiblom, his brother rebelled against him and a great war 

started. The Brother of Shiblom began to kill the prophets, and there was great 

contention, calamity, and destruction, more than had ever been upon the face of 

the land until the people repented. But Shiblom was slain and his son Seth taken 

into captivity. 

 

3. Wars of Ahah (J29)     (Eth 11:10) 

 

Ahah was wicked and caused the shedding of much blood in his days. 

 

4. First War of Moron (J31)    (Eth 11:15-16) 

 

During the reign of wicked Moron, a rebellion arose because of secret 

combinations. A mighty man gave battle to Moron and obtained half the kingdom, 

which he maintained for many years. Later, Moron overthrew him and restored 

his kingdom. 

 

5. Second War of Moron (J31)    (Eth 11:17-18) 

 

Some time after the First War of Moron, there arose another mighty man, a 

descendant of the Brother of Jared. He overthrew and obtained the kingdom of 

Moron, and Moron dwelt in captivity the rest of his days. 

 

6. The Final Jaredite War (J33b-h)   (Eth 13:15-31; 14; 15:1-32) 

 

Part 1: Beginning (J33b-c)    (Eth 13:15-22) 

 

During the reign of Coriantumr, many people desired to destroy 

Coriantumr by their secret combinations. Coriantumr was skilled in the art 

of war, and battled against those who sought to destroy him. He didn’t 

repent. In the same year this war began, Ether hid himself in a cave. In this 

first year, many were slain fighting against Coriantumr. The sons of 

Coriantumr fought and bled much. In the second year, Ether went to 

prophesy to Coriantumr that if he did not repent, all his household would 

be destroyed except him, another people would obtain the land, and 

Coriantumr would be buried by them. Coriantumr did not repent and Ether 

fled to his cave. 

 

Part 2: Shared (J33c-e)    (Eth 13:23-31) 

 

a. First Battle of Shared (J33d)   (Eth 13:23) 

 

In the third year of the war, Shared gave battle to Coriantumr and 

brought him into captivity. 
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b. Second Battle of Shared (J33e)  (Eth 13:24) 

 

In the fourth year, the sons of Coriantumr beat Shared in battle and 

obtained the kingdom again for Coriantumr. 

 

c. First Battle of Gilgal (J33e)  (Eth 13:27-28) 

 

The war kept getting worse, and pretty soon, every man was fighting 

for something. There were many robbers and much wickedness. In 

anger, Coriantumr went to battle again with Shared in the valley of 

Gilgal. The battle war very sore and lasted 3 days. Coriantumr beat 

Shared and continued to pursue him. 

 

d. Battle of Heshlon (J33e)   (Eth 13:28-29) 

 

After the first battle of in the valley of Gilgal, Coriantumr pursued 

Shared until they fought in the plains of Heshlon. Shared beat 

Coriantumr and drove him back to the valley of Gilgal. 

 

e. Second Battle of Gilgal (J33e)  (Eth 13:29-31) 

 

After being defeated and driven back, Coriantumr fought Shared again 

in the valley of Gilgal. He beat Shared and slew him, but was wounded 

in his thigh. 

 

After Coriantumr was wounded, he didn’t go to war for 2 years. During 

that time, all the people were shedding blood, and no one could restrain 

them. There was a curse in the land and many would lose things.  

 

Part 3: Gilead      (Eth 14:3-9) 

 

a. First battle of Gilead (J33e)  (Eth 14:3) 

 

Two years after the death of Shared, his brother Gilead arose and gave 

battle unto Coriantumr. Coriantumr beat him and pursued him to the 

wilderness of Akish. 

 

b. Battle of the Wilderness of Akish (J33e) (Eth 14:4-5) 

 

Gilead gave battle unto Coriantumr in the wilderness and the battle 

became very sore with thousands being slain. Coriantumr laid siege to 

the wilderness, but the army of Gilead were able to escape during the 

night after slaying a part of Coriantumr’s army while they were drunk. 

 

Following Gilead’s escape from Coriantumr’s siege, Gilead came to the 

land of Moron and put himself on the throne of Coriantumr. During the 
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next two years, both Coriantumr and Gilead gained strength to their army. 

Gilead was eventually murdered by his high priest as he sat upon the 

throne. Another man of great stature, Lib, then murdered the high priest 

and obtained the kingdom. 

 

Part 4: Lib (J33f)     (Eth 14:10-16) 

 

a. Battle of Moron (J33f)   (Eth 14:11-12) 

 

After Lib obtained the kingdom, Coriantumr came to Moron and 

battled against Lib. Coriantumr fought with Lib and was wounded in 

his arm. Coriantumr’s army continued and pursued Lib down to the 

seashore. 

 

b. Battle on the Seashore (J33f)  (Eth 14:13-14) 

 

Following the Battle of Moron, Coriantumr’s army pursued Lib’s to 

the borders of the seashore. Lib did smite the army of Coriantumr so 

they fled back to the wilderness of Akish. 

 

c. Battle of Agosh (J33f)   (Eth 14:15-16) 

 

Lib continued to pursue the army of Coriantumr, Coriantumr taking 

people with him as he fled, until they came to the plains of Agosh 

where they had a battle. Lib was slain, and his brother Shiz fought in 

his stead. The battle became very sore and Coriantumr fled again.  

 

Part 5: Shiz (J33f-h)     (Eth 14:17-31; 15:1-32) 

 

a. Campaign of Shiz (J33f)   (Eth 14:17-25) 

 

As Shiz took control of his armies, he pursued Coriantumr and 

overthrew many cities, slaying women and children. He burned many 

cities and there was a fear throughout the land of Shiz and his army. 

The people fled to either the army of Shiz or the army of Coriantumr. 

By this time, the war was so bad that the land was covered with bodies 

and no one could bury them, and people began to be bothered by the 

scent of them. Shiz didn’t cease to pursue Coriantumr, because he 

wanted to avenge the death of his brother Gilead. 

 

b. Battle of the Eastern Seashore (J33f) (Eth 14:26-27) 

 

Shiz pursued Coriantumr until they came to the eastern seashore where 

they battled for three days. The battle was so terrible that the armies of 

Shiz fled. They fled to the land of Corihor and slew all the people 

there that would not join their army. 
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c. Battle of Comnor (J33f)   (Eth 14:28-29) 

 

The armies of Shiz camped in the valley of Corihor and the armies of 

Coriantumr in the valley of Shurr, near the hill Comnor. Coriantumr 

gathered his army on the hill and sounded a trumpet to call Shiz to 

battle. Shiz came and was driven back, he came again and was driven 

back, and came a third time. The battle became very sore and Shiz 

smote Coriantumr giving him many wounds. He fainted from loss of 

blood but was carried away before he could be killed. So many people 

died on both sides that the armies of Shiz did no longer attempt to 

pursue the army of Coriantumr. 

 

Following the Battle of Comnor, Coriantumr recovered from his wounds 

and began to remember what Ether had prophesied to him. He saw that 

two million of his people had already been slain and he sorrowed in his 

heart. He began to repent, and he refused to be comforted. He then wrote 

an epistle to Shiz saying he would forfeit the kingdom to save the lives of 

the people. Shiz responded that he would stop the conflict if he could kill 

Coriantumr himself. 

 

d. Battle of Remorse (J33f)   (Eth 15:6-7) 

 

After exchanging epistles with Shiz and the people being stirred up to 

anger, Shiz gave battle to Coriantumr. Coriantumr saw he was about to 

fall that he fled from the people of Shiz and came to the waters of 

Ripliancum. 

 

e. Battle of Ripliancum (J33f)  (Eth 15:8-10) 

 

Coriantumr fled from Shiz and came to the waters of Ripliancum 

where they battled again. The battle was very sore and Coriantumr was 

wounded again, fainting from the loss of blood. The armies of 

Coriantumr beat the armies of Shiz until Shiz fled to the place called 

Ogath. Coriantumr stayed near the hill Ramah. 

 

Following the Battle of Ripliancum, the two armies began to gather all the 

people who had not been slain. Ether beheld the dealings of the people and 

learned that the people were taking sides and gathering with each army. 

This gathering of people took place over a period of four years.  

 

f. Battle of Ramah (J33h)   (Ether 15:15-32) 

 

When all the people had been gathered together, all men, women, and 

children were armed with weapons and shields. This battle lasted 8 

days and resulted in the entire destruction of the Jaredite nation. The 
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first day they fought all day, conquered not and retired to their camps. 

The mourned the loss of their people and their cried rended the air. 

The second day they fought again, and great and terrible was the day, 

and they conquered not. That night they again rended the air with their 

cries and Coriantumr wrote an epistle to Shiz. He wrote desiring to 

give up the kingdom to spare the people, but the people were so 

hardened that they went to battle again. The third day they fought 

again all day and slept with their swords. The fourth day they fought 

until the night came and were drunken with anger. The fifth day they 

battled again until there were left 52 in the army of Coriantumr and 69 

in the army of Shiz. The sixth day they fought again all day until there 

remained 27 of the army of Coriantumr and 32 of the army of Shiz. 

The seventh day they fought for 3 hours until they had fainted from the 

loss of blood. When Coriantumr’s men got strength enough to walk, 

they fled for their lives. Shiz swore to kill Coriantumr or die, and 

pursued them. The eighth day, Shiz overtook them and they fought 

until they had all fallen except Coriantumr and Shiz. Coriantumr then 

beheaded the Shiz and fainted from the loss of blood.  

 

 

NEPHITE/LAMANITE/MULEKITE WARS 

 

I. EARLY NEPHITE 

 

A. EARLY NEPHITE WARS 

 

1. Mentioned by Nephi (8-55 LLJ*)   (2 Ne 5:14, 34) 

 

When Nephi separated from his brothers and established a people in the land of 

Nephi, he explained how he made swords modelled after the sword of Laban so 

his brethren would not destroy them. Nephi mentions that by 40 LLJ the Nephites 

had already had wars and contentions with the Lamanites. 

 

2. Mentioned by Jacob (55-179 LLJ*)   (Jac 1:10; 7:24-25) 

 

Jacob mentions that Nephi wielded the Sword of Laban in defense of his people 

(probably before 55 LLJ). He also states the Lamanites delighted in warfare and 

continually sought to destroy the Nephites. He said the Nephites fortified 

themselves with arms against them and trusted in God, thus conquering their 

enemies. 

 

3. Mentioned by Enos (55-179 LLJ)   (Enos 1:24) 

 

Enos mentioned having seen wars between the Lamanites and Nephites during his 

lifetime. 
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4. Mentioned by Jarom (179-238 LLJ)   (Jarom 1:7-9, 13) 

 

Jarom mentions that many times the Lamanites came to battle against the 

Nephites. Their kings and leaders were mighty in the faith, and the Nephites 

swept the Lamanites out of their lands and fortified their cities. They made all 

sorts of weapons of war like the arrow, quiver, dart, javelin, etc. He also stated 

that there were wars and contentions “much of the time.” 

 

5. Mentioned by Omni (238-282 LLJ)   (Omni 1:2-3) 

 

Omni fought much with the sword to preserve the Nephites, saw many seasons of 

peace, and many seasons of war and bloodshed. 

 

6. Mentioned by Amaron (282-320 LLJ)  (Omni 1:5-7) 

 

Amaron mentions that the more wicked of the Nephites were destroyed and the 

righteous were preserved. 

  

7. Mentioned by Abinadom (320-476 LLJ)  (Omni 1:10) 

 

Abinadom saw much war between the Lamanites and Nephites, he himself having 

slain many Lamanites in defense of his people. 

 

8. Early Mulekite Wars* (1-476 LLJ)   (Omni1:17) 

 

The Mulekites became numerous and had many wars and contentions. Many had 

fallen from the sword from time to time. 

 

9. Wars of King Benjamin (320-476 LLJ)  (Omni 1:24; WoM 1:12-18) 

 

Amaleki saw, in the days of king Benjamin, a serious war between the Nephites 

and the Lamanites. The Nephites gained advantage and drove the Lamanites out 

of the land of Zarahemla. Mormon tells that the Lamanites came to battle against 

them and king Benjamin fought with the Sword of Laban. They contended, slew 

thousands of Lamanites, until they drove the Lamanites out of their lands, and 

established peace. 

 

B. ZNL WARS 

 

1. Ill-fated Expedition (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 1)  (Omni 1:27; Msh 9:1-2) 

 

A large group of people went to spy on the Lamanites, but Zeniff desired to 

possess the land of Nephi. The leader of the expedition disagreed with Zeniff and 

tried to have him slain. There was contention in the wilderness, and there were 50 

survivors who then returned to Zarahemla. 
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2. First War of Zeniff (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 2)  (Msh 9:11-19) 

 

a. Battle of Shilom (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 2) (Msh 9:14) 

 

The people of Zeniff established themselves as a people in the land of 

Nephi and the land of Shilom. In the 13th year of Zeniff’s reign, the 

Lamanites came to the south of Shilom and began to slay Nephites and 

destroy their fields. The survivors fled to the city of Nephi and call 

upon Zeniff for protection. 

 

b. First Battle of Zeniff (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 2) (Msh 9:16-19) 

 

After the invasion of Shilom, Zeniff armed his people with bows, 

arrows, swords, cimeters, clubs, slings, etc., and went to battle against 

the Lamanites. They fought and called upon the Lord and God 

strengthened them. In one day and a night, 3043 Lamanites were slain 

and 279 Nephites were slain. Zeniff and his people then buried the 

dead. 

 

3. Second War of Zeniff (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 2) (Msh 10:6-20) 

 

Following the first war, Zeniff prepared his people with all manner of weapons to 

protect them the next time there was a war. Around the 22nd year of Zeniff’s 

reign, king Laman died, and his son Laman reigned in his stead.  Laman the 

second stirred up his people to rebellion against the people of Zeniff. 

 

a. Second Battle of Zeniff (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 2) (Msh 10:7-20) 

 

Zeniff sent spies round about Shemlon until they came to the north of 

Shilom. There they found a large army of Lamanites armed with lots 

of weapons and girded with loin-cloths. Zeniff hid his people in the 

wilderness, placed them in their ranks, both old and young, and went 

to battle against the Lamanites. They put their trust in the Lord and 

drove the Lamanites out again. There were so many slain that they 

could not number them. 

 

4. Overthrow of Noah (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 3b)  (Msh 19:2-26) 

 

After the death of Abinadi and the flee of Alma into the wilderness, there began to 

be a division among the people of Noah. The people began breathing out 

threatenings against the king and a man named Gideon swore to slay the king with 

his sword. Gideon pursued Noah to his tower and would have slain him if Noah 

hadn’t seen the army of Lamanites who were about to invade the land. Noah 

commanded his people to flee until the Lamanites overtook them and he told them 

to leave their families. Most stayed, but some left. Those who stayed pleaded with 

the Lamanites to spare them by charming them with their women. The Lamanites 
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promised them their lives if they would give up the life of Noah and pay a tax of 

half their possessions. Gideon went with his men to search for Noah and found 

that those who left their families had already burned Noah to death. Limhi then 

became king and made an oath of peace with Laman the second. 

 

5. First War of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4)  (Msh 20) 

 

a. First Battle of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4) (Msh 20:6-12) 

 

Limhi had established peace for a while until the priests of Noah took 

some of the daughters of the Lamanites into the wilderness. The king 

of the Lamanites was very upset and attacked the people of Limhi. 

Limhi saw the Lamanites coming from his tower and gathered his 

people and waited for the Lamanites in their fields and forests. When 

the Lamanites arrived, the people of Limhi began to slay them and the 

battle became very sore.  The Lamanites fought “like lions” and the 

people of Limhi fought “like dragons” in defending their people. The 

people of Limhi were outnumbered but drove the Lamanites back, and 

they fled so fast that they left their king, who was found among the 

injured.  

 

Following the battle, Limhi spoke with the king of the Lamanites, 

discovered the motive for the king’s attack on his people and figured out it 

must have been the priests of Noah who took Lamanite daughters. The 

people of Limhi met the Lamanites unarmed and their king explained all 

to them and the Lamanites left in peace. 

 

6. Second War of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4) (Msh 21:1-14) 

 

a. Second Battle of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4) (Msh 21:6-11) 

 

Limhi’s people were given huge burdens by the Lamanites until they 

were desirous to go to battle. They gathered, put on their armor, and 

went to battle. They were defeated and driven back by the Lamanites. 

Many were slain and there was great mourning for the men they lost.  

  

b. Third Battle of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4) (Msh 21:11) 

 

The mourning of the people stirred up the rest of the people of Limhi 

until they went to battle again against the Lamanites. They were 

defeated again and suffered much loss.  

 

c. Fourth Battle of Limhi (320-476 LLJ; ZNL 4) (Msh 21:12) 

 

The people of Limhi attempted a third time to go against the 

Lamanites in battle, but they suffered much loss again. After this, the 
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people humbled themselves to the dust and submitted to the yoke of 

the Lamanites. They prayed for deliverance but the Lord was slow to 

hear them until the coming of Ammon. 

 

II. MIDDLE NEPHITE 

 

A. DISSENTION WARS 

 

1. War of Amlici (5 ROJ)    (Alma 2-3) 

 

a. Battle of Amnihu (5 ROJ)   (Alma 2:9-20) 

 

After the people voted to not have a king, the Amlicites separated 

themselves and anointed Amlici as their king. The Nephites prepared 

themselves against the Amlicites with many kinds of weapons. Each 

side appointed captains and leaders over their people. They met in 

battle at the hill Amnihu, on the east of the river Sidon. The Amlicites 

had much strength and many Nephites did fall before them, but the 

Lord strengthened the Nephites and the Amlicites began to flee before 

them. The Nephites continued to pursue and slay them but they got 

away. By the end, 12,532 Amlicites and 6,562 Nephites were slain. 

 

b. Battle of Amlici (5 ROJ)   (Alma 2:21-38) 

 

While camped in the valley of Gideon, Alma sent four spies (Zeram, 

Amnor, Manti, and Limher) to search after the Amlicites and the next 

day they returned with news that the Amlicites had joined the 

Lamanites and were in Minon, above Zarahemla on the course of the 

land Nephi, coming toward the city of Zarahemla, slaying people. 

Alma departed the valley of Gideon and marched towards Zarahemla. 

As they crossed the river Sidon, they were met by a numberless host of 

Lamanites and Amlicites. The Nephites were strengthened by the 

Lord. Alma fought Amlici and the king of the Lamanites with the 

sword face to face. He killed Amlici but the king of the Lamanites 

fled. They began to use the bodies of the dead to cross the river Sidon. 

When they crossed the river, they pursued the Lamanites and 

Amlicites west and north, slaying many, until they came to the 

wilderness of Hermounts, way beyond the borders of the land. Many 

died from their wounds in the wilderness and many were eaten by 

beasts and vultures. Numberless people had been slain. 

    

Following the battle, the dead were cast into the River Sidon. The 

Amlicites marked themselves with red in their foreheads and they looked 

like Lamanites except having not shorn their heads. 

 

c. Battle of the Marks (5 ROJ)  (Alma 3:20-26) 
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Not long after their last battle, and having marked themselves, the 

Amlicites and Lamanites came to battle again at the land of 

Zarahemla. Alma could not fight because of a wound, but he sent an 

army which slew many Lamanites and drove them out, establishing 

peace again in the land. In the space of one year, tens of thousands had 

been slain. 

 

2. Anti-Nephi-Lehi War (11-15 ROJ)   (Alma 16:1-12; 24-25, 27-28) 

 

a. Battle of Anti-Nephi-Lehi (11 ROJ) (Alma 24) 

 

After the sons of Mosiah had been teaching the gospel and converting 

many among the Lamanites, the Amalekites and Amulonites stirred up 

the rest of the Lamanites to war against the converted Lamanites. But 

none of the Anti-Nephi-Lehies would take up arms, so they all buried 

their swords as part of a covenant with God. The Lamanites came with 

the purpose of destroying the king and placing another in his stead and 

destroying the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi. But when the Lamanites 

had begun to slay them, they saw that the people would not fight back 

and they ceased from slaying their brethren. The major part of the 

Lamanites who slew the Anti-Nephi-Lehies were Amalekites, 

Amulonites, and after the order of the Nehors. 1005 of the Anti-Nephi-

Lehies were slain, but they were joined by more than that of the actual 

descendants of Laman and Lemuel. 

 

b. Battle of Ammonihah (5.2.11 ROJ) (Alma 16:1-3, 9-11; 25:1-2) 

 

After Alma and Amulek had been freed from prison in Ammonihah 

and finished their mission, the Lamanites came into the land of 

Ammonihah from the wilderness side and destroyed the people of 

Ammonihah and around Noah. Every single soul of the 

Ammonihahites were destroyed in one day. 

 

c. Battle of Zoram (11 ROJ)   (Alma 16:4-8) 

 

In the Battle of Ammonihah, many were taken prisoner from the lands 

near Ammonihah, and Zoram was anxious to rescue them. He and his 

sons went to Alma to ask where the Lamanites would go. Alma 

received revelation that they would come around Manti near the River 

Sidon and that is where they could meet them. Zoram led his armies 

and found the Lamanites, driving them and scattering them until he 

had rescued every single prisoner.  

 

d. Series of battles with Nephites (11 ROJ) (Alma 25:3) 
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The Lamanites were driven and slain by the Nephites and most of the 

seed of Amulon and the priests of Noah were slain.  

 

e. Battle of the East Wilderness (~11 ROJ) (Alma 25:3-14; 27:1) 

 

After long attempts to destroy the Nephites, and most of the seed of 

Amulon and the priests of Noah destroyed, the remaining Lamanite 

army fled into the east wilderness. Many Lamanites began to 

remember the words the sons of Mosiah preached unto them and 

began to disbelieve the traditions of their fathers. The remnant of the 

children of Amulon caused these to be destroyed for their belief. 

Because of this martyrdom, many of the Lamanites were stirred up in 

anger and began to hunt and slay the seed of Amulon. And from that 

moment onward, the Lamanites hunted the seed of Amulon, fulfilling 

the words of Abinadi. The Lamanite army saw that they could no 

longer gain power over the Nephites and they came to the land of 

Ishmael and joined the Anti-Nephi-Lehies. 

    

As time went on, persecution again rose due to the influence of the 

Amalekites. The people began to again destroy the Anti-Nephi-Lehies, but 

they still would not take up arms to defend themselves. Ammon suggested 

to Anti-Nephi-Lehi to join the Nephites and inquired of the Lord. The 

Lord commanded them to leave and they came to the wilderness between 

the land of Zarahemla and the land of Nephi. Ammon and his brethren 

went to speak to the Nephites and they met Alma. Alma spoke with 

Nephihah who inquired of the people of what to do. The Nephites gave the 

land of Jershon, on the east by the sea and south of Bountiful, to the Anti-

Nephi-Lehies in exchange for supporting the Nephite armies with supplies 

and food. Alma then met with the Anti-Nephi-Lehies in the wilderness, 

shared his conversion, and led them to the land of Jershon. 

 

f. Battle of Jershon (15 ROJ)  (Alma 28:1-6) 

 

After the Anti-Nephi-Lehies (people of Ammon) were settled in the 

land of Jershon, an army of Lamanites had followed them and began a 

tremendous battle with the Nephites. It was the worst battle that had 

ever been known since the time of Lehi. Tens of thousands of 

Lamanites were slain as well as a tremendous slaughter among the 

Nephites. The Lamanites were driven off and there was great 

mourning for those who died. This great war had resulted in many 

thousands laid low and even more mourning their loss.  

 

3. War of the Zoramites* (17-18 ROJ)  (Alma 35) 

 

Following their mission among the Zoramites, Alma, Amulek, Alma’s sons, 

Zeezrom, and the sons of Mosiah all came back to the land of Jershon. The 
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popular part of the Zoramites consulted together about the words they preached 

and what the people thought of it, and accordingly cast out the poor Zoramites 

from among them. These people came to dwell in the land of Jershon. Zoram sent 

over to the people of Ammon to cast out the poor Zoramites from among them but 

they would not. They nourished them and gave them lands for inheritance. The 

Zoramites then joined the Lamanites and stirred them up to war against the people 

of Ammon and the Lamanites. Then the people in the Jershon migrated to the land 

of Melek and gave Jershon to the armies of the Nephites. This war the beginning 

of the war that is contained in the “War Chapters” (Alma 43-62). 

 

B. WARS OF CAPTAIN MORONI    (Alma 43-62) 

 

1. War of Zerahemnah (18 ROJ)   (Alma 43-44) 

 

The Zoramites became Lamanites and the Lamanites came into their land of 

Antionum, led by Zerahemnah. He appointed military leaders that were Zoramites 

and Amalekites to preserve hatred of the Nephites. At about the same time, 

Captain Moroni took command of the Nephite armies at age 25. He prepared his 

people in the land of Jershon with all manner of weapons and armor. 

 

a. Failed march on Jershon (18 ROJ) (Alma 43:18-22) 

 

When Moroni met the Lamanites for battle, they feared because of the 

armor of the Nephites even though they had far outnumbered the 

Nephites. They decided to depart Antionum into the wilderness and 

travelled round about the wilderness towards Manti, to attempt to take 

that city.  

 

Moroni sent spies and sent men to Alma to obtain revelation about where 

the Lamanites would go. Alma told them where the Lamanites were, and 

Moroni’s messengers told Moroni. Moroni left part of the army in Jershon 

and marched towards Manti. As he went, he caused people in that part of 

the land to gather to battle against the Lamanites. They secreted 

themselves into the valley near the west bank of the River Sidon in the 

wilderness. He then divided his army and put one part on the east of the 

river on the south of the hill Riplah. 

 

b. Battle of Sidon (18 ROJ)   (Alma 43:27-54; 44) 

 

After Moroni prepared his stratagem, the Lamanites came up on the 

north of the hill Riplah. They passed the hill, came into the valley, and 

began to cross the river. The Nephite army on the east, led by Lehi, 

went forth and attacked the Lamanites from the east side in the rear of 

their army. The Lamanites turned about and began to fight the army of 

Lehi. Many were slain on both sides, but mostly of the Lamanites 

because of their lack of armor. The Lamanites then began to flee west 
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towards the river, and Lehi pursued them until they began to cross the 

river. He kept his men on the east bank and then the army of Moroni 

met the Lamanites on the other side of the river and began to slay 

them. The Lamanites attempted to flee towards Manti but were 

surrounded. The Lamanites then fought with more strength then had 

ever been known since the beginning, being inspired by their 

Amalekite and Zoramite leaders and by Zerahemnah. They fought 

“like dragons” and were able to cleave many Nephite breastplates and 

head plates in two. But the Nephites were inspired by a better cause 

and Moroni inspired his men with thoughts of their liberty. They 

fought so hard that the Lamanites began to fear and Moroni 

commanded his men to stop slaying the Lamanites. Moroni attempted 

to negotiate with Zerahemnah by offering to spare them if they would 

depart in peace and never come to war again. Zerahemnah refused, and 

Moroni would not go back on his word, so Zemnarihah attempted to 

kill Moroni but was scalped by a soldier of Moroni. Many of the 

Lamanites then threw down their weapons and departed with a 

covenant of peace. Zerahemnah then stirred up the rest of his army to 

contend with the Nephites. The Nephites began to slay many 

Lamanites until Zerahemnah cried unto Moroni pleading to depart 

with a covenant of peace. So many had died the dead were not 

numbered, and their bodies were cast into the River Sidon.  

 

After this war with Zerahemnah, Alma blessed his children, prophesied of 

the destruction of the Nephites, and departed out of the land. He was never 

found and many believe he was translated like Moses. Alma’s sons began 

to preach the word to the people because of war and dissentions.  

 

2. War of Amalickiah (19-25 ROJ)   (Alma 46-51) 

 

a. Battle of Liberty (19 ROJ)  (Alma 47) 

 

Many would not believe the preaching Helaman and his brethren, and 

they gathered together with a determination to slay the other Nephites. 

Amalickiah led them and was established as their king through his 

flattery. Many of the church believed the flattery of Amalickiah and 

dissented from the church. Moroni was angry with Amalickiah, and so 

he wrote the Title of Liberty and prayed for the cause of the Christians. 

He went forth and raised the Title of Liberty throughout the Nephites 

and having the Nephites rend their coats as a token of their covenant to 

defend their liberty. Amalickiah saw that his people began to doubt 

and he fled with those who would come to the land of Nephi. Moroni 

went to cut off Amalickiah from joining the Lamanites. He defeated 

the army of Amalickiah, but Amalickiah had fled with a small number 

of men into the wilderness. The rest of the army was taken prisoner 
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and all who would not covenant to support the cause of freedom were 

put to death. There were only a few who refused.  

 

Moroni then had the Title of Liberty hoisted on all towers and peace was 

established again. Helaman maintained order in the church and they had 

peace for 4 years. Many had died rejoicing, some had died from fevers, 

and many died of old age in the faith of Christ. 

 

b. Battle of Antipas (19 ROJ)  (Alma 47:1-19) 

 

Amalickiah had fled to the Lamanites and stirred them up to war 

against the Lamanites. The king of the Lamanites declared war against 

the Nephites but many Lamanites feared to fight. The Lamanites who 

were afraid went to Onidah, by Mount Antipas. The king of the 

Lamanites sent Amalickiah with an army to go and compel the other 

Lamanites, led by Lehonti, to arms. Amalickiah however did not want 

to battle the army of Lehonti, he planned to overthrow the king and so 

he desired to persuade the men of Lehonti to join him. He sent 

embassies three times asking if Lehonti would come down and speak 

with him but he would not. So Amalickiah came up halfway and sent a 

fourth time. Lehonti came down to Amalickiah and promised to 

deliver his army into the hands of Lehonti if Lehonti would make him 

his second in command. Lehonti agreed, surrounded the men of 

Amalickiah and Amalickiah then slowly administered poison to 

Lehonti until he died.  

 

c. Amalickiah takes the throne (19 ROJ) (Alma 47:20-36) 

 

After Amalickiah had taken command of the men of Lehonti, he 

returned to the king of the Lamanites as if he had done what the king 

had commanded him. He and his servants bowed themselves before 

the king, and as the king came to raise them up by the hand, one of 

Amalickiah’s servants stabbed the king to the heart and he fell dead. 

The servants of the king fled for fear and Amalickiah told the 

Lamanites and the queen that the king’s servants had slain him. The 

people believed him because the servants had fled. Amalickiah gained 

favor in the eyes of the queen and soon married her, becoming king of 

the Lamanites.  

 

After Amalickiah became king, he built towers and had men speak from 

the towers to inspire anger against the Lamanites. Amalickiah desired to 

reign over all the land and succeeded in stirring the Lamanites to war 

against the Nephites. He gathered an army and was determined to destroy 

the Nephites because of his great numbers. He appointed Zoramites as 

captains because they knew about the weaknesses of the Nephites. While 

Amalickiah had been doing all of this, Moroni had been fortifying the 
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cities of the Nephites. He erected forts and throwing up banks of earth 

around the cities. He put the greatest fortifications in the weakest parts of 

the land. The Nephites were taught to defend themselves even to 

bloodshed, but to never give the first offense. The Nephites were sorry to 

have to take up arms when the Lamanites came down to battle against 

them.  

 

d. Failed March on Ammonihah (10.11.19 ROJ) (Alma 49:1-12) 

 

On the tenth day of the eleventh month of this year, the Lamanites 

marched towards the city of Ammonihah to destroy them. They came 

here because it had been a weak place in the past. To their 

astonishment, Moroni had strengthened the city so much that they 

could not even shoot arrows at the Nephites. The Lamanites thought 

they could destroy the Nephites because they had put on armor, but 

because of Moroni’s preparations, they gave up and marched towards 

the city of Noah, hoping to have victory over there.  

 

e. Battle of Noah (19 ROJ)   (Alma 49:13-30) 

 

The Lamanites didn’t know that Moroni had fortified the city of Noah 

as well, and as they marched towards the city they took an oath that 

they would destroy the people of that city. To their astonishment, 

Noah had been fortified even to exceed the strength of Ammonihah. 

Moroni had supposed they would be surprised at Ammonihah and 

come to Noah so he had fortified it on purpose. Moroni appointed Lehi 

to be the commander of the army in the city of Noah. When the 

Lamanites knew Lehi led the Nephites there, they were even more 

afraid, but because of their oath, they went to battle against that city. 

The Lamanites attacked the entrance of the city and they were driven 

and slaughtered much. They attempted to dig down the banks of earth, 

but were killed instead and their bodies filled the ditches. More than a 

thousand Lamanites were slain and only 50 Nephites were wounded 

from arrows, but none had been slain. When the Lamanites saw that 

their chief captains were slain, they fled and told Amalickiah 

concerning their great loss. Amalickiah was so wroth that he swore to 

drink the blood of Moroni, while on the other hand, the Nephites 

thanked the Lord for delivering them from their enemies.  

 

There was continual peace among the Nephites and prosperity in the 

church because of their giving heed to the words Helaman, his brothers, 

and the sons of Mosiah had taught them. Moroni continued to fortify 

cities, building works of timbers, ridges of earth, and towers.  

 

f. Colonizing the East Wilderness (20 ROJ) (Alma 50:7-16) 
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Moroni caused his armies to go into the east wilderness and drove out 

all the Lamanites from the Nephite lands. Then he caused that 

Nephites would come and possess the land, building cities, all the way 

to the seashore. By doing so he was able to cut off the Lamanites 

abilities to go north, this he did by fortifying this line between the 

Nephites and Lamanites that ran from the west sea to the east sea. 

Moroni’s army increased daily because of the assurance of protection 

that his fortifications had provided. They also began the foundations of 

the city of Moroni on the eastern seashore and the city of Nephihah 

between Aaron and Moroni. Many cities were also built in the north, 

like the city of Lehi built near the seashore. 

 

The people prospered exceedingly and “there never was a happier time 

among the people of Nephi since the days of Nephi, than in the days of 

Moroni” during the 21st year of the Reign of the Judges. The 23rd year 

ended in peace. 

 

g. Battle of Morianton (24 ROJ)  (Alma 50:25-36) 

 

In 24 ROJ, there arose a border dispute between the city of Morianton 

and the city of Lehi, both of which were by the seashore. The people 

of Morianton claimed part of the land of Lehi and there arose a warm 

contention between them. The people of Morianton took up arms 

against them and the people of Lehi fled to the camp of Moroni for 

help. Morianton and his people had planned to flee into the land 

northward, but he had beat his maidservant so much that she fled to 

Moroni and told them concerning his plans. Moroni sent an army led 

by Teancum to stop the people of Morianton. They headed them when 

they came to the land of Desolation by the narrow pass to the land 

northward by the sea on the west and the sea on the east. A battle 

commenced between them and Teancum slew Morianton and took his 

people prisoner. He brought them back to Moroni who restored them 

to their lands after making a covenant to keep the peace.  

 

After this conflict, the chief judge Nephihah died, and his son Pahoran was 

appointed chief judge. He took an oath to defend peace and freedom, 

preserve rights of worship, and to bring the wicked to justice.  

 

h. Battle of King-men (25 ROJ)  (Alma 51:1-21) 

 

After Pahoran became the new chief judge of the Nephites, many were 

angry with him because he would not alter the law as they desired. 

There arose a warm dispute but not to bloodshed, between the king-

men and the freemen. The king-men wanted to establish a king over 

the land and the freemen had covenanted to maintain their rights by 

free government. They voted, and the decision was in favor of the 
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freemen. This came at a critical time and Amalickiah had sworn to 

drink Moroni’s blood, and so the Lamanites began to invade the land. 

The king-men were happy because they hated Pahoran and would not 

fight to defend their country. Moroni sent a petition with the voice of 

the people, requesting of Pahoran to have power to compel the king-

men to defend their country or be put to death. He was granted power 

and commanded his army to hew down the king-men. 4000 were hewn 

down and their leaders were cast into prison because there was no time 

for trial. The remainder of the king-men yielded to the standard of 

liberty, thus Moroni put an end to the king-men.  

 

i. First Battle of Moroni (25 ROJ)  (Alma 51:22-24) 

 

While Moroni was taking down the king-men, Amalickiah came down 

himself with his army and came to the land of Moroni, near the 

seashore. The Nephites were not strong enough in Moroni and 

Amalickiah took possession of the city and its fortifications. Those 

who lived in Moroni fled to the city of Nephihah.  

 

j. Conquest of the Eastern Seashore (25 ROJ) (Alma 51:24-27) 

 

The people of Moroni, Nephihah, and Lehi prepared themselves for 

battle against Amalickiah, but Amalickiah would not battle them and 

kept his armies by the seashore. He then went on taking many cities 

including the cities of Nephihah, Lehi, Morianton, Omner, Gid, and 

Mulek, all of which were on the east by the seashore. These cities 

would become great strongholds for the Lamanites. 

 

k. Battle Near Bountiful (25-26 ROJ) (Alma 51:29-37; 52:1-2) 

 

Amalickiah then marched with a numerous army to the land of 

Bountiful that he might obtain also the land northward. But he was met 

by Teancum and his army, whose men exceeded the Lamanites in 

strength and skill of war, so the Nephites gained the advantage over 

them. They harassed and slew them until it was dark. Teancum pitched 

tent near Bountiful and Amalickiah pitched tent near the seashore. The 

army of Amalickiah had been overpowered by sleep, fatigue, and the 

heat of the day. Teancum then sneaked in to the tent of king 

Amalickiah and put a javelin to his heart, causing his death 

immediately. The servants of Amalickiah did not waken and Teancum 

escaped unharmed. He then awoke his men, telling them the things he 

had done and that they should prepare for battle. The Lamanites woke 

the next day, being the first day of the new year, and found 

Amalickiah dead. When they saw Teancum was ready to give battle to 

them, they retreated to the city of Mulek for protection. 
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3. War of Ammoron (26-31 ROJ)   (Alma 52-62) 

 

Part 1 (26 ROJ)     (Alma 52:3-14) 

 

Following the death of Amalickiah, his brother Ammoron was appointed as king 

of the Lamanites. He commanded his people to maintain the cities they had taken, 

and when Teancum saw they were determined to maintain what they had taken, 

he did not attempt to attack them in their forts. Teancum began making 

preparations and building of walls and places of resort. As he was preparing, he 

received a large number of men from Moroni along with orders to retain Lamanite 

prisoners and to secure the narrow pass to the land northward.  

 

a. Campaign of Ammoron (26 ROJ)  (Alma 52:11-14) 

 

Moroni told Teancum he would have come to him but he was being 

attacked by Lamanites by the west sea. Ammoron had been endeavoring to 

harass the Nephites and draw out their forces in that part of the land, and 

commanded his people to maintain the cities they had taken on the east sea 

as well. Because of this campaign on both sides, the Nephites were in 

dangerous circumstances.  

 

Part 2: Battle on Three Fronts (26-30 ROJ)  (Alma 52-59) 

 

A. Northeast Front    (Alma 52:15-53:7; 54-55; 59) 

 

In 27 ROJ, Moroni having established armies to protect the southwestern 

front, he marched with his army to Bountiful to assist Teancum in retaking 

cities which were taken. Teancum received orders to take Mulek if 

possible, but he saw it was impossible to overpower the Lamanites with 

their fortifications. Moroni arrived near the end of the year to help 

Teancum.  

 

a. Battle of Mulek (28 ROJ)   (Alma 52:19-40) 

 

In the beginning of 28 ROJ, Moroni, Teancum, and many other chief 

captains held a council of war concerning what they could do to get 

the Lamanites to come out to battle. They sent embassies to the army 

of Lamanites in the city of Mulek, led by a Zoramite named Jacob, 

requesting them to come meet them on the plains between the two 

cities to battle. Jacob refused, and Moroni sought to decoy the 

Lamanites out of their strongholds. Teancum took a small army to 

march near the seashore while Moroni and his army came by night in 

the wilderness of the west of the city Mulek. The next day the 

Lamanites saw Teancum and marched out against him hoping to 

outnumber and overpower them. Teancum then retreated northward 

along the seashore. When they fled, the Lamanites took courage and 
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pursued them with vigor. Moroni then commanded his army to march 

into the city Mulek and possess it, slaying all those who were left to 

guard it who would not yield up their weapons. He then marched with 

part of his army after the Lamanites who pursued Teancum. The 

Lamanites pursued Teancum until they came near the land of 

Bountiful where Lehi had his small army. When the Lamanites saw the 

army of Lehi, they fled in confusion, lest perhaps they could not obtain 

the city of Mulek before Lehi overtook them. They fled from Lehi, 

being wearied from their long march while the men of Lehi were fresh. 

The Lamanites did not know about Moroni’s army, and Lehi did not 

want to overtake the army of the Lamanites until they met the army of 

Moroni. Before long, the Lamanites were surrounded and Moroni 

began to fall upon them to slay them until they would give up their 

weapons. Jacob was stubborn and marched against Moroni with much 

fury. Many were slain on both sides, Moroni being wounded and Jacob 

being killed. The Lamanites in the rear near Lehi gave up their 

weapons and the rest of the Lamanites didn’t know whether to fight or 

not. Moroni offered to spare them if they would give up their weapons, 

and their chief captains came forth and dropped their weapons. The 

rest of the Lamanites followed their leaders and the entire army was 

taken prisoner, compelled to march to the land Bountiful. The 

Prisoners numbered more than had been slain on both sides.  

 

Moroni then caused Lehi to take command of the city of Mulek. After the 

Lamanite prisoners buried their dead, they were marched to Bountiful and 

put to work fortifying the city of Bountiful. They dug a bitch around the 

city and built a breastwork of timbers on the inner bank of the ditch. From 

this time onward, this city became an exceedingly great stronghold for 

holding prisoners, built by prisoners. There were no more battles in 28 

ROJ and they spent their time preparing for war. In the commencement of 

29 ROJ, Ammoron sent Moroni an epistle, desiring to exchange prisoners. 

Moroni rejoiced at the opportunity to rescue his men, women, and children 

taken by the Lamanites and preserve their own food for their own armies. 

He wrote an epistle to Ammoron demanding Ammoron to relinquish his 

desire for war and exchange one Lamanite prisoner for every Nephite 

family of prisoners. He told him if he would not accept these terms, he 

would seek to destroy the Lamanites. Ammoron responded, offering to 

end the war if the Nephites would subject themselves to the Lamanites, 

and he accepted Moroni’s request about the prisoners. When Moroni had 

received Ammoron’s response, he refused to exchange prisoners because 

Ammoron would not withdraw his purpose.  

 

b. Battle of Gid (29 ROJ)   (Alma 55:3-24) 

 

Moroni knew where the Lamanites kept Nephite prisoners. Because 

Ammoron would not grant Moroni his desires, he said: “I will seek 
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death among them until they shall sue for peace.” He inquired among 

his people to find a descendant of Laman and found Laman, one of the 

servants of the king Amalickiah had slain. Moroni caused Laman with 

a few of his men to go to the Lamanites and pretend to be escaped 

prisoners. They had also taken the wine of the Lamanites, which the 

Lamanites drank until they were drunk. After they were in a deep 

sleep, Laman came and told Moroni what had happened and Moroni 

prepared his men outside the city as well as arming the prisoners 

within the city. Moroni did not want to slay the Lamanites in their 

drunkenness and waited for them to awake. The Lamanites awoke and 

surrendered, casting their weapons at the feet of the Nephites, pleading 

for mercy. He took the Lamanites prisoner and liberated the Nephite 

prisoners which added great strength to his army. 

 

Moroni caused the city of Gid to be fortified and the prisoners to be sent to 

the land of Bountiful. The Lamanites made many attempts to encircle the 

Nephites by night but lost many prisoners in the process. They attempted 

to administer wine to poison Nephites or make them drunk but the 

Nephites always tested the wine on their Lamanite prisoners. Moroni then 

began to prepare to take the city of Morianton, for it had become a 

Lamanite stronghold with new forces and supplies continually coming into 

the city. Around this time the year ended, and on the 2nd day of the year 

(2.1.30 ROJ) Moroni received an epistle from Helaman, reviewing the 

affairs of the people in the Southwest Front. After receiving this epistle 

Moroni rejoiced in Helaman’s great success and caused his people to 

rejoice also. Moroni then immediately sent an epistle to Pahoran desiring 

him to send more men to strengthen Helaman to help maintain that part of 

the land. Moroni continued to plan to retake the rest of the Nephite cities 

but then the city of Nephihah was attacked.  

 

c. First Battle of Nephihah (30 ROJ) (Alma 59:5-13) 

 

The city of Nephihah was attacked and the Lamanites who had fled 

from the Battle of Manti in the southwest had joined the Lamanites in 

this part of the land, making them very numerous. Moroni had hoped 

to put his strength in maintaining their cities because it was harder to 

retake a city than to maintain one. But when he saw the city of 

Nephihah was lost and the people had fled from the city to his camp, 

Moroni was upset with the government and began to doubt because of 

the wickedness of the Nephite government. 

 

B. Southwest Front    (Alma 53:8-22; 56-58) 

 

a. Early Struggles (26 ROJ)   (Alma 53:8-9; 56:10-14) 
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In the absence of Moroni, the armies of the Lamanites began to gain 

ground over the Nephites because of dissentions among the Nephites 

and took many cities. The Army of Antipus had been reduced because 

vast numbers of men had been slain. The Lamanites took prisoners of 

many chief captains and slew all others. The cities the Lamanites have 

taken were the cities of Manti, Zeezrom, Cumeni, and Antiparah. 

 

When the Anti-Nephi-Lehies had seen the struggles of their brethren the 

Nephites in defending them in 26 ROJ, they wanted to take up arms to 

help defend their country. Helaman, however, warned them not to, lest 

they would break their covenant and lose their souls. The children of the 

Anti-Nephi-Lehies had not made a covenant to not take up arms, so 2000 

of them made their own covenant to defend the liberty of the people even 

to the loss of their lives and they asked Helaman to lead them. Helaman 

marched forth with his 2000 stripling warriors and joined the army of 

Anitpus in the land of Judea, where they were struggling to fortify that 

city. The men of Antipus were depressed both body and spirit and had 

suffered many afflictions. They were determined to die or conquer and 

were filled with joy when Helaman arrived with his soldiers. When the 

Lamanites saw that Antipus had received this strength, they decided not to 

attack the city of Judea, thus preserving the Nephites. Ammoron 

commaned his men to maintain the cities they had taken. As the new year 

began (27 ROJ), Helaman and Antipus had prepared themselves for 

defense and were desirous that the Lamanites would come to battle against 

them in their strongholds. They sent spies to watch the Lamanites so that 

they could not pass into the weaker cities northward of Judea. The 

Lamanites would not go northward, go against the land of Zarahemla, nor 

cross the river Sidon to the land of Nephihah lest they were not powerful 

enough. In the second month of the year, the Nephites received many 

provisions from the fathers of the stripling warriors, as well as an addition 

of 2000 men from the land of Zarahemla, thus making their army 10,000 

strong. The Lamanites began to be fearful and wanted to put an end to 

their increase in strength. 

 

b. Battle Near Antiparah (1-3.7.27 ROJ) (Alma 56:30-57) 

 

Antipus ordered that Helaman and the stripling warriors to march near 

Antiparah as if they were taking provisions to a nearby city near the 

seashore. Antipus then marched with a part of his army, leaving a part 

to protect the city of Judea, when Helaman had come near Antiparah. 

Antiparah had stationed there the strongest army of the Lamanites and 

when their spies saw Helaman’s army, the army began to pursue them. 

Helaman and his army then fled northward, fleeing from the most 

powerful Lamanites army. The Lamanites then saw Antipus behind 

them but gave them no heed. They marched straight for Helaman, 

hoping to slay his army before Antipus could catch them. Antipus saw 
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the danger of Helaman’s army and sped up his march, but the 

Lamanites didn’t overtake Helaman and Antipus didn’t overtake the 

Lamanites so they camped for the night. In the morning, the Lamanites 

were pursuing Helaman and Helaman began to flee again into the 

wilderness. They would not turn left or right so the Lamanites could 

not overtake them. They fled all day into the wilderness even until it 

was dark. The next morning, Helaman fled again but the Lamanites 

did not pursue them very far. Helaman then asked his soldiers if they 

would go to battle and they showed great faith and courage, wanting to 

go to battle lest the Lamanites should overpower the army of Antipus. 

They had never fought before, not they did not fear death. They came 

to the Lamanites and found that an awful battle had commenced with 

the men of Antipus, and Antipus had been slain. The army of Antipus 

had been weary from the long march and would have died if Helaman 

had not returned with his army. When the army of Helaman fought the 

Lamanites, the entire army turned on Helaman and the army of 

Antipus could regroup. The people of Antipus came on the rear of the 

Nephites and the Lamanites were compelled to give up their weapons. 

Not one of the 2000 stripling warriors were slain and Helaman caused 

the prisoners to be sent to Zarahemla with a part of the army of 

Antipus, then he returned to the city of Judea. 

 

Helaman then received an epistle from Ammoron stating if Helaman 

would deliver the Lamanite prisoners, he would give unto him the city of 

Antiparah. Helaman responded telling Ammoron he could take Antiparah 

by force and would only deliver the prisoners if he would exchange them 

for Nephite prisoners.  

 

c. Nephites take Antiparah (28 ROJ) (Alma 57:4) 

 

Helaman began to make preparations to take the city of Antiparah but 

the people of Antiparah left to other cities and Helaman obtained the 

city of Antiparah.  

 

At the start of 29 ROJ, Helaman received supplies, six thousand men, and 

an additional 60 of the children of the Anti-Nephi-Lehies.  

 

d. First Battle of Cumeni (29 ROJ)  (Alma 57:7-12) 

 

Helaman and his armies were desirous to take the city of Cumeni, and 

they surrounded the city by night. They intercepted supllies that came 

for the Lamanites and laid siege to the city for many nights. The 

Lamanites attempted many times to slay the Nephites at night but the 

Nephites were prepared, and many Lamanites were slain. The 

Nephites sent the provisions to the city of Judea and their prisoners to 
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Zarahemla. The Lamanites eventually lost all hopes of succor and 

yielded themselves and the city to the Nephites. 

 

e. Battle of Prisoners (29 ROJ)  (Alma 57:13-18, 28-34) 

 

Following the First Battle of Cumeni, the Nephites were obliged to 

employ all their force in keeping the prisoners because many would 

attempt to break out in great numbers, fighting with stones, clubs, and 

whatever they could get their hands on. There were slain more than 

2000. The Nephites had to figure out what to do with the prisoners and 

decided to send them with the army of Gid to the land of Zarahemla. 

The army of Gid started on their journey to Zarahemla, but their spies 

told them an army of Lamanites was coming towards the city of 

Cumeni. When the prisoners heard this, the rose up in rebellion and 

ran upon the Nephite. The greater number of them were slain but a 

small number broke through and fled from them. The army of Gid then 

marched towards the city of Cumeni to assist Helaman against the 

Lamanites.  

 

f. Second Battle of Cumeni (29 ROJ) (Alma 57:17-27, 35-36) 

 

The army of Gid had left to take prisoners to Zarahemla but returned 

the next day just in time for a battle with the Lamanites. Ammoron had 

sent a supply of provisions and a numerous army, which came to battle 

against the Nephites. The men of Gid arrived just in time  to check this 

army because they were about to overpower Helaman and his army. 

His band of 2,060 were very firm and obeyed every word of command 

with exactness, as they were taught by their mothers. Because of 

Helaman’s band and the army of Gid, they had victory and drove the 

Lamanites back to the land of Manti. 200 of the 2,060 had fainted from 

the loss of blood and all of them had injuries but not one had died. The 

entire army was astonished by how well Helaman’s sons had been 

spared while there was a thousand other Nephites that had been slain. 

 

The next thing to do was to retake the city of Manti, but Helaman and his 

armies could not lead the Lamanites out of the city because the Lamanites 

knew their plans. The Lamanite army was much larger than the Nephites, 

so Helaman did not want to go against them in their strongholds. The 

Nephites then chose to maintain their lands and wait for supplies from 

Zarahemla. Helaman sent an embassy to Pahoran, acquainting him with 

the affairs of his armies and then waited for provisions and strength from 

Zarahemla. The Lamanites were receiving strength day by day and 

sallying forth against the Nephites from time to time, trying to destroy the 

Nephites by strategem. The Nephites did not have enough strength to 

battle with them in their strongholds and were in these difficult 

circumstances for many months, until they were about to die from hunger. 
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They then received some food and an army of two thousand to their 

assistance. The Nephites prayer for strength and deliverance and were 

determined to conquer their enemies and maintain their liberty.  

 

g. Battle of Manti (29 ROJ)   (Alma 58:13-30) 

 

The Nephites then went forth with all their might against the 

Lamanites at Manti and pitched their tents in the wilderness side of 

Manti. The Lamanites sent spies and found the Nephites to not be very 

strong. When Helaman saw the Lamanites coming against them, he 

caused Gid and Teomner to each take a small army and secret 

themselves into the wilderness, with Gid on the right and Teomner on 

the left. Helaman remained where they had first pitched tent until the 

Lamanites came against them. When the Lamanites came, the army of 

Helaman fled into the wilderness and the Lamanites pursued them with 

great speed, passing right in between Gid and Teomner. When the 

Lamanites passed through, Gid and Teomner came out of their secret 

places and cut off the spies of the Lamanites from retreating to the city 

of Manti. Gid and Teomner then came to the city, killed those 

guarding it, and took possession of Manti. After travelling much in the 

wilderness, Helaman and his army took their course towards 

Zarahemla. When the Lamanites saw this they thought there was a 

plan laid to destroy them and they retreated back into the wilderness 

towards Manti. At night they set up camp, thinking the Nephites were 

tired from their march but Helaman caused his men to march around 

another way, instead of sleeping, towards the city of Manti. Because of 

this night march, in the morning the Nephites were ahead of the 

Lamanites insomuch that they arrived at Manti before the Lamanites. 

When the Lamanites arrived they were astonished the Nephites had 

taken the city and did flee into the wilderness, with all the other 

Lamanites in that quarter of the land, carrying with them many women 

and children. 

 

All the cities the Lamanites had taken in the southwestern front had been 

retaken by the Nephites. Many Nephites began to return to their homes in 

these cities. The Nephite armies were too small to maintain all these cities 

and didn’t know why the government wouldn’t send more supplies but 

they trusted in God. Helaman then wrote an epistle to Moroni near the end 

of the year, recounting all the things Helaman had done in the 

southwestern front and that there might be a faction in the government. 

 

C. Government     (Alma 61:3-8) 

 

a. King-men Rebellion (29-30 ROJ)  (Alma 61:3-8) 
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When the Nephite armies were struggling and being afflicted, there 

were some Nephites who rejoiced in their afflictions. A numerous 

people (king-men) rose up in rebellion against Pahoran and the 

freemen. The king-men had used great flattery to lead away the hearts 

of many and they have withheld provisions and kept freemen from 

joining the armies of the Nephites. They drove out Pahoran from 

Zarahemla and he fled to the land of Gideon. He sent a proclamation 

throughout that part of the land and many flocked to him to defend 

their country. They gained enough strength that the king-men feared 

and would not go to battle against Pahoran. They kept possession of 

Zarahemla and appointed Pachus as their king, Pachus having made an 

alliance with the Lamanites to maintain the center of the Nephite lands 

and he would become a king over the conquered Nephites.  

 

Part 3: Conclusion (30-31 ROJ)   (Alma 60-62) 

 

Following receiving Helaman’s epistle and losing the city of Nephihah, Moroni 

was upset with the government and wrote a epistle to Pahoran chastising him and 

rebuking the government for their lack of care and faith. Soon after, he received a 

response from Pahoran telling him about rebellion against the government and 

requests help from Moroni in retaking the city of Zarahemla from the king-men. 

Moroni took courage in the faithfulness of Pahoran, left Teancum and Lehi in 

command of the northeastern lands, and marched to the land of Gideon.  

  

a. Battle of Pachus (30 ROJ)  (Alma 62:3-11) 

 

Moroni marched towards the land of Gideon, raising the standard of 

liberty wherever he went, and gained all the force he could on his way 

to join Pahoran. Thousands flocked to his standard, taking up their 

swords in defense of their country. Moroni united with the forces of 

Pahoran and they became stronger than the men of Pachus. They came 

down to the land of Zarahemla and came to battle, insomuch that 

Pachus was slain as his men taken prisoner. Pahoran was restored to 

the judgement seat, and the men of Pachus received their trial 

according to the law. All who would not take up arms to defend their 

country were put to death.  

 

After restoring peace to the government, at the start of the new year, 

Moroni sent an army of 6000 to Helaman and 6000 to Teancum and Lehi. 

He left an army with Pahoran in Zarahemla and took the remainder of his 

army and marched towards the city of Nephihah.  

 

b. Battle Near Nephihah (31 ROJ)  (Alma 62:14-17) 

 

On the way to the city of Nephihah, Moroni met an army of Lamanites 

and slayed many of them, taking their weapons of war. He caused 
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them to covenant to no more take up weapons against the Nephites. 

4000 that remained made the covenant and went to live with the Anti-

Nephi-Lehies. 

 

c. Second Battle of Nephihah (31 ROJ) (Alma 62:18-29) 

 

Moroni continued to march towards the city of Nephihah and his army 

pitched their tents in the plains of Nephihah near the city. Because of 

the fear of the Lamanites, they would not come to battle that day. 

When the night came, Moroni came to the top of the city wall to spy 

out what part of the city the Lamanites had camped in. He saw the 

Lamanites were on the eastern side by the entrance, and he brought his 

army in using ladders and ropes into the west side of the city. When 

the Lamanites awoke they were frightened exceedingly, fled from the 

city, and were surrounded by the army of Moroni. The Lamanitrs were 

taken prisoner but were desirous to join the Anti-Nephi-Lehies and 

become a free people. All the prisoners joined the Anti-Nephi-Lehies 

and began to till the earth, and thus the Nephites were relieved from a 

great burden.  

 

d. Seashore Pursuit of Lamanites (31 ROJ) (Alma 62:31-33) 

 

Moroni then marched towards the land of Lehi. The Lamanites saw his 

army and fled from before him. Moroni pursued them from city to city 

until he was joined by Teancum and Lehi and the Lamanites were met 

in one body in the land of Moroni.  

 

e. Second Battle of Moroni (31 ROJ) (Alma 62:33-38) 

 

The army of the Lamanites was gathered in one body in the land of 

Moroni and Ammoron was with them. They camped in the borders of 

the land of Moroni insomuch that the Lamanites were encircled by 

wilderness on the south and wilderness on the east, and they camped 

for the night. Because they were weary from their march, neither side 

made any stratagem in the night, except for Teancum. He was angry 

with Ammoron, sneaked into his camp, and put a javelin in his heart as 

he had done with Amalickiah. This time, however, he did not kill 

Ammoron immediately and his servants awoke and killed Teancum. 

Moroni and Lehi were very sad for the loss of Teancum, who had 

fought valiantly for the cause of liberty. The next day, Moroni 

marched his armies and slew many Lamanites and drove them out of 

the land. Thus ended this great war.  

    

Many had become hardened from the great length of the war and many 

were softened by their afflictions. Moroni then fortified the parts of the 

land which had been exposed to the Lamanites until they were sufficiently 
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strong and then he yielded command of the armies to his son Moronihah. 

Moroni retired to live in peace, Pahoran returned to the judgment seat, and 

Helaman began to preach the word of God and establish the church again. 

They made regulations concerning the law and they chose many new 

judges and chief judges. The Nephites began to prosper but were not lifted 

in pride because they remembered the things God had done in delivering 

them. 

 

C. WARS OF MORONIHAH 

 

1. First War of Moronihah (39 ROJ)   (Alma 63:14-15) 

 

In 39 ROJ, some Nephites dissented and went forth to the Lamanites to stir them 

to anger against the Nephites. They came down with a numerous army against the 

army of Moronihah but were beaten and driven back to their own lands. 

 

2. Second War of Moronihah (41ROJ)  (Hel 1:14-34) 

 

a. First Battle of Zarahemla (41 ROJ)  (Hel 1:14-22) 

 

In 41 ROJ, the Lamanites gathered an innumerable army, and marched 

towards the capitol city of Zarahemla. They were led by a man named 

Coriantumr3 (being chosen the Lamanite king Tubaloth the son of Ammoron), 

a descendant of Zarahemla and a dissenter from the Nephites. Because of 

contentions in the Nephite government, there were not many guards in the city 

of Zarahemla because the Nephites never thought the Lamanites would attack 

the capitol city. Coriantumr came in so quickly that no army could be 

assembled to stop him, and he invaded the city. He slew all who opposed him 

and cornered the chief judge Pacumeni and smote him against the walls of the 

city. Coriantumr had thus taken the central city of the Nephites and took great 

courage in himself.  

 

b. March for Bountiful (41 ROJ)   (Hel 1:23-27) 

 

After taking the land of Zarahemla, Coriantumr gathered his armies and 

marched towards Bountiful, for he was determined to take the lands which 

were northward. He fell on small armies that tried to oppose him and marched 

through the most capitol parts of the land. Moronihah, however, had thought 

the Lamanites would attack in the borders of the land so he had his whole 

army in the borders of the Nephite lands. When he heard of Coriantumr’s 

actions, he caused the men of Lehi to head them before they came to 

Bountiful. 

 

c. Battle of Lehi (41 ROJ)    (Hel 1:28-29) 
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The army of Lehi marched and headed the army of Coriantumr before they 

came to the land of Bountiful and gave battle to them until Coriantumr fled 

back towards the land of Zarahemla. 

 

d. Second Battle of Zarahemla (41 ROJ)  (Hel 1:30-34) 

 

Moronihah met up with Coriantumr in his retreat and gave battle unto his 

armies. The battle was very bloody, Coriantumr was slain, and the armies of 

the Lamanites were surrounded. Moronihah obtained the city of Zarahemla 

again and the Lamanites prisoners departed in peace.  

 

3. Third War of Moronihah (54-62 ROJ)  (Hel 4-5) 

 

In 54 ROJ, there were many dissenters from the church insomuch that there was 

contention and bloodshed. These rebellious dissenters were driven out and 

attempted to stir up the Lamanites to war but the Lamanites were too afraid to go 

to battle against the Nephites again. Two years later, more dissenters from the 

Nephites came to the Lamanites and succeeded in getting the Lamanites to go to 

war. In 57 ROJ, after making preparations, the Lamanites came down against the 

Nephites and commenced the work of death. In 58-59 ROJ, they succeeded in 

obtaining the land of Zarahemla and all the Nephite lands up until Bountiful. The 

Nephites fortified the line from the west sea to the east, being a day and a half’s 

journey, to defend the land northward from the Lamanites. In 60-61 ROJ, 

Moronihah was able to regain many cities until he had regained half of the 

Nephite cities which were taken. This great contention and loss was caused by the 

pride and wickedness of the Nephites, and Moronihah preached many things to 

the Nephites along with Nephi and Lehi. The Nephites began to repent until the 

Nephites had successfully obtained half of their lands. In 62 ROJ, Moronihah 

could not regain any more lands until Nephi and Lehi, seeing the wickedness of 

the Nephites, went on a mission to preach the gospel. Nephi left his position as 

chief judge and went with his brother Lehi among all the Nephites starting at the 

land of Bountiful. They then went to preach to the Lamanites and they taught with 

such great power that the Lamanites in Zarahemla were converted and gave back 

the remaining Nephite lands they had taken.  

 

D. WARS OF ROBBERS* 

 

1. Nephite Civil War (71-74 ROJ)   (Hel 10:18-19; 11:1-20) 

 

After years of Gadianton robbers causing problems, there began to be contentions 

and the Nephites were divided amongst themselves. They began to slay one 

another with the sword until the contentions grew and there were wars throughout 

all the land. The Gadianton Robbers were the cause on this great contention and 

wars lasted the whole of 72 and 73 ROJ. Nephi then prayed, asking the Lord to 

cause a famine that the people would perish by famine instead of war. The famine 

began and in 74 ROJ the war ceased due to the destruction by the famine. The 
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people then repented, Nephi prayed to have the famine taken away, and the 

Nephites prospered.  

 

2. War of Robbers (80-81 ROJ)   (Hel 11:24-35) 

 

In 80 ROJ, the Gadianton Robbers were established again, this time hiding out in 

the mountains. They would plunder and murder, then hide themselves, increasing 

in numbers. They caused great havoc among both the Lamanites and Nephites. 

There was an army sent into the wilderness to destroy the robbers but were driven 

back to their own lands. In 81 ROJ, they went again against the robbers, destroyed 

many, and returned to their lands due to the great numbers of robbers in the 

wilderness. There were so many robbers that they were a great threat to the armies 

of the Nephites and Lamanites. The Nephites continued in their wickedness due to 

the robbers while the Lamanites became a righteous people.  

 

3. War of Lachoneus (13-25 CC)   (3 Ne 2:11-19; 3-4; 5:1-8) 

 

Thirteen years after the sign of the birth of Christ, there began to be contentions 

and wars between the Gadianton robbers and Lamanites and Nephites. The band 

of robbers had become numerous, slaying many, laying waste to many cities, and 

spreading carnage throughout the land. Converted Lamanites joined and Nephites 

and they were compelled to take up arms to defend their liberty. The war became 

so serious that the Nephites were threatened with utter destruction, but the 

Nephites were able to drive the robbers back into the mountains. The robbers 

came back down and gained much advantage over the Nephites insomuch that the 

sword of destruction hung over the Nephites. In 16 CC, Lachoneus (governor of 

the Nephites) received an epistle from Giddianhi (the leader of the Gadianton 

robbers) demanding the Nephites to surrender or be destroyed. Lachoneus was not 

afraid and he sent a proclamation to gather all the Nephites to one place. 

Gidgiddoni, the leader of the Nephite armies, was asked by the people to go attack 

the robbers but he said that they should pray to God for strength and wait for the 

robbers to come to battle against them. By the end of 17 CC, the Nephites had all 

gathered to the land between Zarahemla and Bountiful, with enough food to last 7 

years. The robbers later came down and took possession of the deserted Nephite 

lands, but they could not stay for long because they could only obtain food by 

hunting in the wilderness. In 19 CC, the Gadianton robbers began to starve from 

lack of food and had to come to battle against the Nephites. 

 

a. Battle of Lachoneus (6M.19 CC)   (3 Ne 4:7-15) 

 

In the sixth month of 19 CC, the Gadianton robbers came to battle dyed in 

blood with their heads shorn. Their appearance was so terrible that the 

Nephites had fallen to the earth and cry unto the Lord. The armies of 

Giddianhi came to battle them and the Nephites did beat them. Gidgiddoni 

continued to pursue the robbers into the wilderness until they overtook them 

and Giddianhi was slain. The Nephites returned to their place of security. 
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b. Siege of Zemnarihah (21 CC)   (3 Ne 4:16-23) 

 

Zemnarihah, the new leader of the band of robbers, commanded his men to 

surround the Nephites and lay siege, hoping to cut off the Nephites from their 

lands. The Nephites, however, were prepared with much provisions and could 

outlast the robbers. Wild game became scarce for the robbers and they were 

about to perish by hunger. The Nephites continually marched out each day 

and slew robbers by thousands and tens of thousands until they determined to 

flee to the land northward.  

 

c. Battle of Gidgiddoni (21 CC)   (3 Ne 4:23-33) 

 

Zemnarihah fled with his men to go to the land northward, and Gidgiddoni 

knew concerning their plans. Gidgiddoni sent his army in the night time to cut 

off the places of retreat for the robbers, and the next day the robbers were met 

by the Nephites on the front and the rear. There were thousands who yielded 

themselves as prisoners and the remainder were slain. Zemnarihah was 

hanged on a tree and the tree was chopped down.  

 

The Nephites then began to forsake their sins and many of the prisoners who 

entered into a covenant were set free. In 26 CC the Nephites all returned to their 

lands.  

 

III. LATE NEPHITE 

 

1. The Final Nephite War (321-385 CC)  (Morm 1-6; 8:1-9; Mni 8-9) 

 

Part 1 (321-325 CC)     (Morm 1:8-12) 

 

When Mormon was eleven years old, he was taken by his father into the land 

southward, into Zarahemla. In the same year, a war began between the Nephites 

and Lamanites by the river of Sidon. The Nephites gathered an army numbering 

30,000 and had a series of battles with the Lamanites until they beat them and 

slew many of them. The Lamanites withdrew their design and there was peace for 

the next 4 years.  

 

Part 2 (326-362 CC)     (Morm 2-3) 

 

When Mormon was about 16 years old, there began to be war in the land. 

Mormon was young and large in stature and the Nephites appointed him to be the 

leader of Nephite armies. In 327 CC, the Lamanites came down to battle but the 

Nephites were afraid and retreated into the north countries, to the city of Angola. 

 

a. Battle of Angola (327 CC)  (Morm 2:4) 
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The Nephites took possession of the city of Angola and prepared to 

defend themselves there. They fortified the city but the Lamanites 

came upon them and drove them from the city.  

 

The Nephites continued to be driven from the city of David and the land of 

Joshua near the seashore. The Nephites tried to gather their people as fast 

as possible into one body. There was great blood and carnage throughout 

the land with both Lamanites and Nephites, and it was one complete 

revolution throughout the land. 

 

b. Battle of Aaron (~330 CC)  (Morm 2:9) 

 

The Lamanite king Aaron came with an army of 44,000, but Mormon 

withstood him with an army of 42,000 and the Lamanites fled before 

them. 

 

There began to be much mourning and lamentation and Mormon thought 

the people were going to repent. But his hopes were vain because the 

people were filled with the sorrow of the damned and not coming to Jesus 

with broken hearts and contrite spirits. They cursed God and wished to die 

but continued to struggle with the sword for their lives. In 345 CC, the 

Nephites began to flee from the Lamanites until they came to the land of 

Jashon. Jashon was near the place where the plates were hidden by 

Ammaron, and Mormon went forth and took possession of the plates. He 

made a full account of the wickedness of the Nephites on the plates of 

Nephi but would not record all in his abridged record. In the same year the 

Nephites were driven to the land of Shem and they began to fortify the 

city.  

 

c. Battle of Shem (346 CC)   (Morm 2:22-26) 

 

Mormon spoke to his people and urged them to stand boldly and fight 

for their families. The Nephites did not flee and stood with boldness 

against the Lamanites. Mormon fought a Lamanites army of 50,000 

with his army of 30,000 until the Lamanites fled from them. The 

Nephites pursued them, met them again, and beat them.  

 

The Nephites continued to go forth against the Lamanites and robbers 

until they had retaken their lands. In 350 CC, the Nephites made a treaty 

with the Lamanites; the Lamanites were given the land southward, the 

Nephites were given the land northward, and peace was established for 10 

years. Mormon caused the Nephites to use that time to prepare their lands 

and weapons for the time of battle. Mormon preached repentance to the 

people but they would not realize that it was the Lord who spared them. In 

360 CC, Mormon received an epistle from king Aaron, informing him that 

he was coming to battle against the Nephites. Mormon then gathered his 
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people to the land of Desolation, placed his armies and fortifications, that 

the Lamanites would not take possession of the Nephite lands.  

 

d. First Battle of Desolation (361 CC) (Morm 3:7) 

 

The Lamanites came down against the land of Desolation in 361 CC 

and the Nephites beat them. 

 

e. Second Battle of Desolation (362 CC) (Morm 3:8) 

 

The Lamanites came down again to battle, a great number were slain, 

and the Nephites beat them. 

 

After this battle, the Nephites began to boast in their own strength, 

swearing to avenge themselves of the blood of their brethren, and Mormon 

refused to lead them anymore.  

 

Part 3 (363-375 CC)     (Morm 4) 

 

a. Third Battle of Desolation (363 CC) (Morm 4:1-5) 

 

The Nephites went out of Desolation to fight the Lamanites but were 

driven back to the land of Desolation. While they were yet weary, the 

Lamanites came upon them and there was a sore battle. The Lamanites 

took possession of the city Desolation, slaying many Nephites and 

taking many prisoners. The remainder fled and joined the inhabitants 

of the city Teancum, near Desolation and the seashore.  

 

b. First Battle of Teancum (364 CC) (Morm 4:6-8) 

 

The Lamanites attacked the city of Teancum but were repulsed and 

driven back by the Nephites. The Nephites began to boast of their own 

strength. 

 

c. Fourth Battle of Desolation (364-365 CC) (Morm 4:8-9) 

 

The Nephites went forth with their might and took possession again of 

the city Desolation. Thousands had been slain on both sides.  

 

d. Fifth Battle of Desolation (366 CC) (Morm 4:10-13) 

 

In 366 CC, the Lamanites came to battle again, and there was no way 

to describe the horrible scene of blood and carnage throughout the 

land. Every heart was hardened and delighted in bloodshed. Because 

of their great numbers, the Lamanites took possession of the city 

Desolation.  
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e. Second Battle of Teancum (366 CC) (Morm 4:14) 

 

The Lamanites then marched against the city of Teancum, took many 

prisoners, and sacrificed them to their idol gods.  

 

f. Battle of Anger (367 CC)   (Morm 4:15-16) 

 

The Nephites were angry that their women and children were 

sacrificed that they went to battle, beat the Lamanites, and drove them 

out of their lands. The Lamanites did not come back to battle for about 

8 years. 

 

g. Sixth Battle of Desolation (375 CC) (Morm 4:16-19) 

 

The Lamanites came into the city Desolation, fought a sore battle with 

the Nephites, and beat them.  

 

h. First Battle of Boaz (375-379 CC) (Morm 4:20) 

 

The Nephites fled to the city Boaz, stood against the Lamanites, and 

were not beaten.  

 

i. Second Battle of Boaz (375-379 CC) (Morm 4:21-22) 

 

The Lamanites came a second time, the Nephites were driven and 

slaughtered, and their women were sacrificed to idols.  

 

The Nephites fled, taking all the inhabitants of local towns and villages 

with them. Mormon then went to the hill Shim, took up the plates, and 

agreed to lead the armies of the Nephites again.  

 

Part 4 (375-385 CC)     (Morm 5-6, 8:1-9) 

 

a. First Battle of Jordan (375-379 CC) (Morm 5:1-3) 

 

Mormon took leadership of the Nephite armies but was without hope. 

They had fled to the city of Jordan, the Lamanites came to battle 

against them but were driven back and they didn’t take the city.  

 

b. Second Battle of Jordan (375-379 CC) (Morm 5:4) 

 

The Lamanites came to battle against the city again and the Nephites 

maintained the city. The Lamanites were not able to come and destroy 

the Nephite lands nearby.  
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All the Nephites who had not gathered with the Nephite armies began to 

be destroyed and their cities burned. 

 

c. Battle of Flight (380 CC)   (Morm 5:6-7) 

 

The Lamanites came to battle again boldly and did tread the Nephites 

under their feet. The Nephites fled and all those who could not flee fast 

enough were swept down and destroyed.  

 

Mormon wrote an epistle to the king of the Lamanites requesting to gather 

all the Nephites to the land of Cumorah, and they would give unto them 

battle there. Mormon marched to Cumorah and had all his people gather 

until the end of 384 CC. Mormon knew this would be the last struggle of 

the Nephites and he gave the Book of Mormon plates to Moroni, burying 

the remaining plates in the hill Cumorah.  

 

d. Battle of Cumorah (385 CC)  (Morm 6:6-22) 

 

The armies of the Lamanites began to march towards the Nephites and 

the Nephites were struck with great fear. The Nephites were hewn 

down, Mormon’s army being slain and he fell wounded insomuch that 

the Lamanites didn’t kill him. At least 230,000 Nephites were slain 

and only 24 survived, among whom were Mormon and Moroni. Some 

had fled into the south countries but were hunted down by the 

Lamanites. Mormon mourned greatly the destruction of his people.  

 

The Lamanites continued to hunt and kill the Nephites until Mormon was 

slain and Moroni alone survived to finish the Book of Mormon record. 

The Lamanites and the Gadianton robbers were the only ones left and they 

were in continual war with one another.  

 

2. Lamanite Wars (385 CC-?)    (Mormon 8:8-9) 

 

After destroying the Nephites, the Lamanites were continually at war with each 

other. 


