
SACRED OBJECTS AND RECORDS 

 

 

1. “A stone” 

Mentioned in Alma 37:23. This stone was prepared by God unto a servant named 

Gazelem. We don’t know who that is or what the stone is, but with all probability, 

it could be the Urim and Thummim. But we still don’t know who Gazelem is, 

maybe another name for the Brother of Jared or could be someone else. 

 

2. “16 small stones” 

(Ether 2-6) After the Jaredite barges were finished, the Brother of Jared has 

received revelation pertaining to air and light. He inquired of the Lord what 

should be used for light (Ether 2:22). The Lord asked him what he would do 

(Ether 2:23-25). So he moltened  16 small stones from Mount Shelem (Ether 3:1), 

a mount somewhere in the old world. The stones were “white and clear, even as 

transparent glass.” (Ether 3:1) He then inquired of the Lord to touch the stones, 

which he did (Ether 3:2-6) and after which the Brother of Jared received many 

revelations (Ether 3:7-4:19) and “two stones” or Urim and Thummim (Ether 3:23-

24). The 16 stones were put “one in each end” of the barges, and gave light during 

their journey (Ether 6:2-12). These 16 stones are then lost to history. We know no 

more of them, for there is no record. 

 

3. Sword of Laban 

When Lehi’s family left Jerusalem, Lehi told his sons to return to Jerusalem to 

obtain the brass plates. The plates were in possession of Laban, a powerful man in 

Jerusalem. They attempted twice to obtain them and failed. Then on the third 

attempt, Nephi came into the city and found Laban drunk (1 Ne 4:7-8). Nephi 

beheld Laban’s sword, drew it from the sheath and described it: “the hilt thereof 

was of pure gold, and the workmanship thereof was exceedingly fine, and I saw 

that the blade thereof was of the most precious steel” (1 Ne 4:9). Nephi was then 

commanded to kill Laban with an important spiritual lesson in 1 Ne 4:13, and he 

beheaded Laban with this sword (1 Ne 4:10-18). The next record we have of the 

sword is 2 Ne 5:14, where Nephi made many swords like unto it, meaning he 

carried it with him through the wilderness and into the promised land and with 

him when he fled from his brethren. The next record we have of this sword is 

Jacob 1:10 in which Jacob describes that Nephi defended his people, wielding the 

sword of Laban. Where the sword went after that, we don’t know, but we do 

know that eventually it came into the possession of king Benjamin, who also 

wielded the sword in defense of his people (Words of Mormon 1:13) and handed 

it down (along with the plates of brass, plates of Nephi, and Liahona) to his son 

Mosiah (Mosiah 1:16). That is the last specific mention of the sword. We assume 

it was passed down with other objects until it came into possession of Moroni, 

who probably sealed it up with the plates and was among the “other things” as 

mentioned by Joseph Smith when he discovered the plates (Joseph Smith—

History 1:52). This sword was shown, along with other sacred objects to the 3 

witnesses (D&C 17:1). 



4. Liahona, “ball”, or “director” or “compass” 

After Lehi’s family had been faithful in obtaining the brass plates, and they had 

been married, their journey commenced. The morning of their journey, Lehi 

“arose… and went forth to the tent door, to his great astonishment he beheld upon 

the ground a round ball of curious workmanship; and it was of fine brass. And 

within the ball were two spindles; and the one pointed the way whither we should 

go into the wilderness” (1 Ne 16:10) They followed the direction in their journey 

(1 Ne 16:11-17). When experiencing trials there was writing on the Liahona, 

giving direction (1 Ne 16:26-29). It directed Nephi to food (1 Ne 16:30) and they 

discovered it worked according to their faith (1 Ne 16:28). They continued their 

journey, following the direction, built a ship. There was contention on the boat, 

the Liahona stopped working (1 Ne 18:12-13) until they loosed Nephi (1 Ne 

18:21). Nephi later carried the Liahona with them when he fled from his brethren 

(2 Ne 5:12). We don’t know much after this. The record only informs us it came 

into the possession of king Benjamin who gave it to Mosiah (Mosiah 1:16). 

Mosiah conferred the plates and “all the things which he kept” and gave them to 

Alma (Mosiah 28:10-20). We assume this included the Liahona. But we may 

assume it was passed along with the plates and “sacred things” (Alma 37:47; 63:1, 

11-13; 3 Ne 1:2) and was probably buried with the plates by Moroni and among 

the “other things” mentioned by Joseph Smith (Joseph Smith—History 1:52). The 

Liahona was shown along with the other sacred objects to the 3 witnesses (D&C 

17:1). 

 

5. Urim and Thummim, “interpreters” 

When the people of Limhi went in search for the people of Zarahemla, they 

discovered a “land which was covered with bones of men, and of beasts, and was 

also covered with ruins of buildings of every kind, having discovered a land 

which had been peopled with a people who were as numerous as the hosts of 

Israel. And for a testimony that these things that they had said are true they have 

brought twenty four plates which are filled with engraving, and they are of pure 

gold,” and other objects (Mosiah 8:7-11; 21:25-28). Ammon told the people of 

Limhi about Mosiah, who was a seer, who had a gift from God, who was 

commanded to look into the interpreters and translated the Jaredite record 

(Mosiah 8; 21:25-28; 28:11-19). The record is not clear of how Mosiah obtained 

the interpreters, but we know he was a seer and the stones “were prepared from 

the beginning, and were handed down from generation to generation, for the 

purpose of interpreting languages; and they have been kept and preserved by the 

hand of the Lord” (Mosiah 28:14-15). The Brother of Jared was also given a Urim 

and Thummim which was sealed up with his record because he “shall write them 

in a language that cannot be read” (Ether 3:21-28). We can probably assume this 

record and the stones were found with the plates found by the people of Limhi, 

since the Urim and Thummim used by Joseph Smith was that given to the Brother 

of Jared (D&C 17:1). Mosiah conferred the plates, the interpreters, and other 

items upon Alma (Mosiah 28:20), which Alma conferred later upon Helaman 

(Alma 37), with an explanation and lesson connected with them. This is the last 

specific mention of the Urim and Thummim until they came into the possession 



of Joseph Smith. But we may assume it was passed along with the plates and 

“sacred things” (Alma 37:47; 63:1, 11-13; 3 Ne 1:2) until it came to Moroni, who 

buried it with the plates. When the angel Moroni appeared to Joseph Smith, he 

described the Urim and Thummim to Joseph that was deposited with the plates: 

“Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to a 

breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim and Thummim—deposited with 

the plates; and the possession and use of these stones were what constituted 

‘seers’ in ancient or former times; and that God had prepared them for the purpose 

of translating the book” (Joseph Smith—History 1:51-52). The plates and Urim 

and Thummim were eventually delivered to Joseph by Moroni and was given his 

charge (Joseph Smith History 1:59-60). Joseph translates characters by Urim and 

Thummim (Joseph Smith—History 1:62). HE received many revelations and 

translated the Book of Mormon through the Urim and Thummim when the work 

was complete he delivered them back to the Angel Moroni (Joseph Smith—

History 1:60). The 3 witnesses were able to see the Urim and Thummim (D&C 

17:1). 

 

6. Plates of Brass 

After Lehi’s family departed from Jerusalem  the Lord commanded the sons of 

Lehi to return to obtain “the record of the Jews and also a genealogy of [Lehi’s] 

forefathers, and they are engraven upon plates of brass” (1 Ne 3:3). These plates 

were then in the possession of a powerful man in Jerusalem named Laban. In the 

course of obtaining the plates, their first attempt (1 Ne 3:10-14) and second 

attempt (1 Ne 3:22-27) ended in failure. Nephi explains the purpose of obtaining 

the record, to “preserve unto our children the language of our fathers; and also 

that we may preserve unto them the words which have been spoken by the mouth 

of all the holy prophets” (1 Ne 3:19-20). These plates would later be foundational 

in restoring both Mulekites and Lamanites and apostate Nephites to the truth 

throughout the history of the Book of Mormon. The third attempt was successful 

and Nephi also obtained the sword of Laban, killed Laban and took Zoram with 

him, who was Laban’s servant who had the keys to the treasury (1 Ne 4:5-38). We 

learn that the plates contained the law of Moses (1 Ne 4:15-16), “the five books of 

Moses, which gave an account of the creation of the world, and also of Adam and 

Eve, who were our first parents; And also a record of the Jews from the 

beginning, even down to the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah, king of 

Judah; And also the prophesies of the holy prophets, from the beginning even 

down to the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah; and also many of the 

prophesies which had been spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah” and “a genealogy 

of [Lehi’s] fathers; wherefore he knew that he was a descendant of Joseph” (1 Ne 

5:11-16) We also know from prophesies mentioned in the Book of Mormon, the 

brass plates must have contained prophesies of Isaiah, Neum, Zenos, Zenock, 

Jacob, Joseph, Ezias, Moses and Abraham. The brass plates was similar to what 

we have now as the Old Testament (1 Ne 13:20-23). Lehi’s family took these 

plates with them on their journey to the promised land and Nephi carried by 

Mosiah with him to the land of Zarahemla, where the Mulekites rejoiced to know 

he had the brass plates (Omni 1:12-18). He probably conferred them upon king 



Benjamin, since king Benjamin conferred them on Mosiah (Mosiah 1:3-4, 16) 

where we also learn the plates were written in Egyptian (Mosiah 1:3-4). Mosiah 

conferred them upon Alma (Mosiah 28:11, 20), who conferred them on Helaman 

(Alma 37). The brass plates were probably among the “sacred things” passed to 

Shiblon (Alma 63:1) and later Helaman (Alma 63:11-13). Nephi must have 

possessed them next, since he passed them to his son Nephi (3 Ne 1:1-3). This is 

the last mention of the brass plates specifically, but we assume it was passed with 

other records and probably finally buried with other records in Hill Cumorah 

(Mormon 6:6). These plates were shown to the 3 witnesses by the power of God 

among other records. 

 

7. Jaredite Records and the 24 Plates 

The Jaredite nation came from the old world to the Americas at the time the Lord 

confounded the languages at the tower of Babel (Genesis 4; Ether 1:33; Omni 

1:22; Mosiah 28:17) Jared and his brother led a small colony from the tower to 

the land Moriancumer (Ether 2:1-13), where he received instruction pertaining to 

building barges (Ether 2:14-25), where in the mount he received 16 stones to light 

the way (Ether 3:1-6), a personal appearance of Jesus Christ (Ether 3:6-20), the 

Urim and Thummim (Ether 3:21-24). The brother of Jared also received 

revelation pertaining to “all the inhabitants of the earth”, “all things” (Ether 3:25-

26), and “there never were greater things made manifest than those which were 

made manifest unto the brother of Jared” (Ether 4:4). These things were written 

and sealed up (Ether 3:27). The Jaredites later inherited the land northward and 

thrived for about 2000 years until they were destroyed by civil war. Only 

Coriantumr and Ether are recorded to have survived (Ether 15:29-34). Coriantumr 

was later discovered by the people of Zarahemla, dwelt with them “for the space 

of nine moons” and received a burial by them as prophesied by Ether to him 

(Omni 1:21; Ether 13:20-21). A “large stone” was engraven, either by Coriantumr 

himself of the people of Zarahemla who found him, upon which it “gave an 

account of one Coriantumr, and the slain of his people… It also spake a few 

words concerning his fathers. And his first parents came out from the tower at the 

time the Lord confounded the language of the people; and the severity of the Lord 

fell upon them according to his judgments, which are just; and their bones lay 

scattered in the land northward” (Omni 1:21-22). Mosiah 1 translated the 

engravings on the stone by the gift and power of God at the time his people 

discovered and united with the people of Zarahemla (Omni 1:12-20). Ether, the 

other surviving Jaredite, hid up 24 plates containing a record of his people and his 

prophesies (Ether 15:33; 1:1-2, 6), the plates also contained an account from the 

creation to the tower of Babel which is had among the Jews (Ether 1:3; Mosiah 

28:17). The things the brother of Jared wrote and sealed up and the Urim and 

Thummim were probably included with this record hid up by Ether (Ether 4:1-5; 

1:1-2; 15:33). 

 

The 24 plates (and probably the Urim and Thummim with them) were discovered 

by the people of Limhi when they went in search for the land of Zarahemla (Ether 

1:1-2; 4:1; 15:33; Mosiah 8:7-12; 21:25-27). Limhi desires to know the cause of 



Jaredite destruction and was informed by Ammon that Mosiah 2 could translate 

the record, which he did (Mosiah 8:6-21; 21:28; 28:11-18). 

 

This record among other was conferred upon Alma (Mosiah 28:11, 20) and later 

upon Helaman (Alma 37) and we assume among the records given to Shiblon 

(Alma 63:1), Helaman (Alma 63:10-13), Nephi, Nephi (3 Ne 1:1-3), at which 

time the Lord commanded the things which the Brother of Jared saw should be 

manifest (Ether 4:2), then passed to Nephi, Amos (4 Ne 1:19-20), Amos (4 Ne 

1:21-22), Ammaron (4 Ne 1:47), who hid up all the records in the Hill Shim (4 Ne 

1:48-49) and instructed Mormon (Mormon 1:24) which Mormon later buried in 

Cumorah (Mormon 6:6). After the destruction of the Nephites, Moroni abridges 

the record of the Jaredites and writes and seals up those things shown to the 

brother of Jared (Mosiah 28:19; Mormon 6:6, Ether 1:1-6; 4:4-5; 5:1; Moroni 

1:1). His abridgement is what we now have as the Book of Ether. 

 

8. The Plates of Nephi 

After reaching the promised land, Nephi made two sets of plates, the first called 

the Large Plates, then inspired by the Lord makes the second set of plates called 

the Small Plates. The Large Plates are said to contain record of wars, the reigns of 

kings, and a more particular account of the history of the people (1 Ne 9:2, 4; 

19:4; 2 Ne 4:14; 5:29, 33; Jacob 1:3; 3:13; 7:26; Mosiah 1:6) while the small 

plates were to be reserved for an account of spiritual things, the ministry of the 

people, revelations, etc, for thus Nephi was inspired (1 Ne 1:17; 6; 9; 10:1; 19:1, 

3; 2 Ne 4:15; 5:30-32; Jacob 1:1-2). 

 

SMALL PLATES 

 

Nephi wrote the books of 1 Ne and 2 Ne and gave the plates to Jacob, who wrote 

the book of Jacob, and passed them to Enos, who wrote the book of Enos, who 

passed them to Jarom, who wrote the book of Jarom, the plates were then passed 

to Omni, then Amaron, Chemish, Abinadom, and Amaleki, from these we have 

the book of Omni. At this point the plates were full (Omni 1:30) and given to king 

Benjamin who also kept the large plates. 

 

LARGE PLATES 

 

The Large Plates were kept by the Nephite kings and were handed down until 

king Benjamin, he is the first specific king we know to have the plates. 

 

While the small plates were full, records continued to be kept and passed upon the 

large plates. The small and large plates were passed down together from this time 

forth. King Benjamin conferred the records on Mosiah (Mosiah 1:16) who 

conferred them on Helaman (Alma 37), they were then passed to Shiblon (Alma 

63:1), Helaman (Alma 63:11-13), Nephi, Nephi (3 Ne 1:1-3), Nephi, Amos (4 Ne 

1:19-20), Amos (4 Ne 1:21-22), Ammaron (4 Ne 1:47). Ammaron then hid all the 

plates and sacred things in the Hill Shim (4 Ne 1:48-49). Ammaron instructs 



Mormon to record his observations of the people on plates of Nephi (Mormon 

1:2-5) Mormon makes “a full account of all the wickedness and abominations” of 

the Nephites on the plates of Nephi (Mormon 2:17-18). Mormon takes up all the 

records from the Hill Shim about 367AD (Mormon 4:23). Mormon abridges the 

Large Plates and discovers the small plates and adds it to his record (Words of 

Mormon). He hides up all the sacred records in the Hill Cumorah in 385AD and 

gives the Book of Mormon plates, including small plates and abridged version of 

the large plates to Moroni (Mormon 6:6). Plates written in reformed Egyptian 

(Mormon 9:32-34). Moroni hides up the records with interpreters and other things 

(Moroni 10:1-2; Joseph Smith—History 1:34-35, 51-52). Moroni then appears to 

Joseph Smith in 1823 instructing him concerning the plates (Joseph Smith—

History 1:27-54). The plates are translated by Joseph Smith, 116 pages lost, small 

plates serve as back up plan (D&C 3; 10). Book of Mormon plates shown to 3 

witnesses (D&C 17:1) and 8 witnesses. 


