
Issues Faced in Making a Timeline of Genesis 

1. Accuracy of the Biblical Record 

A timeline of Biblical events depends on the truthfulness and accurateness of historical 

details in the Bible. We must assume they are true, fir we can see many errors and 

changes could have and have been made. We must realize some things in the Bible are 

not totally accurate for timeline purposes. 

 

2. The Reference Point—Margin of Error Issue 

Events in Genesis have no common reference point, but rather each event is referenced 

from the previous event. This creates a problem in making an accurate timeline. It creates 

an issue as well that most events are only recorded in years, not specific days, so they can 

only be chronicled if the margin of error is somehow accounted for or addressed. 

 

3. The Creation/Fall Issue 

The first issue is determining whether Adam’s years were reckoned from his creation or 

the Fall. The Bible presents it in such a way that some assume the creation, but it is not 

clear. From the Book of Mormon and Book of Abraham we learn that God gave man his 

reckoning after the Fall, when they became mortal. 

 Gen 1-2 Creation 

 Gen 3  Fall 

 Gen 5:3 Adam lived 130 years and begat Seth 

 Gen 5:5 All the days of Adam were 930 years and he died 

 Abr 5:13 The time thou eatest thou shalt die 

   It was after the Lord’s time… after the time of Kolob 

   Had not appointed unto Adam his reckoning 

 Abr3:2-4 Kolob: one revolution (day) is 1000 years on earth 

 2 Ne 2:19-25 Probation state, if they didn’t fall, would stay in Eden forever. 

 

4. The Shem—Flood—Arphaxad Issue 

Conflicting Events:   

Birth of Shem--Gen 5:32; Moses 8:12—Noah 500 begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth 

 Noah 450—Japheth 

           +42—Shem 

           500—Ham  

The Flood—Gen 7:11-8:19—Flood starts 600 Noah and ends 601 Noah 

Birth of Arphaxad—Gen 11:10—Shem 100 when Arphaxad was born 2 years 

after Flood 

Affected Events: Death of Shem (Gen 11:11, Shem lived 500 yeears after he begat 

Arphaxad, and all events following the Flood 

 



5. The Abram—Nahor—Haran Issue 

Gen 11:26—Terah 70, begats Abram, Nahor, and Haran 

This presents an issue in creating an accurate timeline since we don’t know if all three of 

the children, or just Abram, or one of the others were begotten when Terah was 70. We 

have no other references to correct this issue, which, in order to make a timeline, we must 

assume Abram was born when Terah was 70. But there is no way to know for sure. 

 

6. Exodus Time 

Biblical information concerning the bridge between Jacob and Joseph and the time of 

Moses is not conclusive enough to carry timeline from Genesis into Exodus 

 

Confused Events: 

1. Birth of Jacob 

2. Birth of Levi (Levi lives 137 years—Ex 6:16) 

3. Israel comes to Egypt 

4. Death of Joseph 

5. Israel brought into bondage 

6. Birth of Kohath (Kohath lives 133 years—Ex 6:18) 

7. Birth of Amram (Amram lives 137 years—Ex 6:20) 

8. Birth of Moses (Moses lives 120 years—Deut 31:2; 34:7) 

9. Exodus  

 

*Kohath alive when Israel moves into Egypt?—Gen 46:8, 11 

*Acts 7:23-Moses (40) smites the Egyptian, flees to Midian 

*Gen 15:13—400 years afflicted 

*Ex 12:40-41—430 years in Egypt (Gal 3:17?) 

*Ex 7:7—Moses (80) and Aaron (83) speak to Pharaoh 

 


