
BOOK OF MORMON TIME 

 

 

There are 3 branches of reckoning of time in the Book of Mormon. The first, calendar days and 

years, includes all reckoning of time connected to calendar systems. The second, general days 

and years, includes all enumerated but not dated days and years; “forty and two years”, “twelve 

days”, etc. The third is general reckoning of time which includes all grammar and vocabulary 

connected to time; “commencement”, “morning”, “passed away”, “and it came to pass”, etc. 

Time reckoning in all cultures changes over time as cultures change. Analyzing it can give some 

insights into the Book of Mormon and the lives of the people contained therein. 

 

There are 3 Calendar Systems mentioned in the Book of Mormon: 

1. Lehi Left Jerusalem (LLJ) 

2. Reign of the Judges (ROJ) 

3. Coming of Christ (CC) 

 

LLJ was used from the time of Nephi until the days of Mosiah 2 and a few other occasions by 

Mormon to show fulfilling of prophesy and correlation to other calendar systems. And this 

system was used by the authors of the small plates and in Mormon’s abridgement of the record, 

so we know this system was used by the people in reckoning of time and not simply made up by 

Mormon. 

 

ROJ was used from the time of the death of Mosiah 2 until 100 years later they altered their 

reckoning to CC. It was used by Helaman in his epistle to Moroni, so we know it was understood 

and used among the Nephites. 

 

CC was used after 100ROJ (9CC) as the reckoning of Nephite time, reckoning years from the 

sign of the coming of Christ. We assume it was common among at least the Nephites for a time 

(3 Ne 2:8). 

 

This use of many calendars suggests that the Nephite culture had fascination with calendars, 

chronicling events, and that it developed and changed over time. The calendars in the Book of 

Mormon could very well have been the religious way to reckon years for record keeping 

purposes. But it does not mean there were no other calendars used in Book of Mormon times. 

There is a possibility of use of other calendars among the Nephites not mentioned, and probably 

among the Lamanites, of which we have little information, and the Jaredites, of which we have 

no information concerning calendar systems. These calendars could include Jewish style 

calendars or calendars similar to the famous Mayan Calendar. It seems likely many forms of 

calendars were in force in Book of Mormon times, depending on the time and group of people 

involved and for what purposes they reckoned time, for either religious or secular records.  

 

 

Day, Month, and Year (D.M.Y) dates in Book of Mormon: 

1. 4.7.10 ROJ  Alma 10:6 

2. 12.10.10 ROJ  Alma 14:23 

3. 5.2.11 ROJ  Alma 16:1 



4. 10.11.19 ROJ  Alma 49:1 

5. 1.1.26 ROJ  Alma 52:1 

6. 2.1.30 ROJ  Alma 56:1 

7. 3.7.30 ROJ  Alma 56:42 

8. 4.1.34 CC  3 Ne 8:5 

 

Month and Year (M.Y) dates in the Book of Mormon: 

1. 2.30 ROJ  Alma 56:27 

2. 6.19 CC  3 Ne 4:7, 11 

 

 

Nephite New Year Hypothesis: 

 

With many calendar systems, including Jewish calendar, LLJ, ROJ, CC, and others, it is 

important to know what day or days are used as the “New Year”. There are two possible options 

pertaining to these many calendars: 

1. Different New Years for each calendar system. 

2. One common New Year (or around the same time), keeping the days the same, or very 

similar, and simply changing the enumeration of years. This seems the most practical but 

cannot be proved. 

 

Correlation of LLJ, ROJ, CC (assuming the common New Year idea): 

 

LLJ ROJ CC  REFERENCE   OTHER 

509    Mosiah 29:44-46  33rd year of Mosiah’s Reign, 63rd  

year of Mosiah, 82nd year of Alma 1 

(510) 1   Mosiah 29:44-46 

600 91   3 Ne 1:1 

609 100 9  3 Ne 2:4-8 

(926)  326  Mormon 2:2   Mormon’s 16th year 

 

 

Conversions: 

 

LLJ—ROJ: 

 LLJ=ROJ+509 

 ROJ=LLJ-509 

 

LLJ—CC: 

 LLJ=CC+600 

 CC=LLJ-600 

 

ROJ—CC: 

 ROJ=CC+91 

 CC=ROJ-91 

 


